Capon Tr. – Halfmoon Lookout Tr.
05/23/2010

Waypoints
SF – large parking for 10+ cars.  There is a trail going to the furnace from the parking.  There used to be a lot of plaques, but they were all removed.  Only the stands are still there.
CF – Capon Furnace.  We walked to the creek.  I was considering going to the WP 02 from CF thinking it was abandoned house in the forest, but it’s not, since the rd. 01 – 02 was in good shape and we saw good power lines along the creek.  This pt. is also a confluence of 2 creeks.
01 – is a house and the road is going to it.  We saw a power line going along the creek at CF to it.
03 - There are a lot of hunting trails on this side of the rd.  we took one of them.
04 – branching of the tr.  We took the R. branch.
05 – we got to the rd.
08 – we got off the rd. in search of the Boiling Spring.  Saw a snake there.  The spring is completely dry and apparently is seasonal and unreliable.  Had to do 2 water crossings to get to it.
09 – 10 – bushwhacked to the trail.
11 – side tr. S.
12 – 13 – side semi loop.  At 13 there is a large field.
14 – another tr. int.
15 – a 3-way junctions, where we took the middle one, which almost immediately ended.  We bushwhacked from there, which wasn’t a good idea – huge number of mtn. laurel bushes.  Next time follow the rd.  to see where it ends if it ends and to see if there are side trails going up to the Halfmoon Mtn.
19 – end of the bushwhack.
20 – great overlook.
21 – lost the tail again and bushwhacked back to it.
22 – 23 – tr. int.
24 – old tr. int.
25 – Putty Root orchid in bloom.  In other places it was out of bloom 2 weeks ago.
27 – used to be putty root but we couldn’t find it.
30 – coral root orchid which we couldn’t find.
31 – Trout Run Fault Spring – start of the bushwhack.  We should have started it earlier, at about pt. 32.  
33 – it’s very interesting, that once we reached the creek there was no greenbrier or dense bushes.  There was no water in it either.  As we climbed along the creek we started to see some water.  There was a very dense cinnamon fern thicket on the intersection between the main creek and the creek from our spring.  Climbing is easier on the right side of the creek.
34 – spring.
35 – we bushwhacked to the road.   It was rocky but we didn’t have a lot of mtn. laurel.  Try to continue up next time – geosetter shows a nice outcropping a little further.
38 – nice bridge.  Mtn. on the S. side after crossing it would be nice to climb.
39 – Pink Lady Slippers Colony that we missed this time.
40 – twayblade orchids, which we couldn’t find this time.  On the last stretch of the trail we were walking on a OHV Rd most of the time.  We passed several holes which seem to be iron quarries.

SPRING – spring with good water off Rt. 55.   It’s nice and clean, don’t know if it’s medicinal.  Locals get it by multiple gallons.

