Falls Ridge Fat Mtn up the Pipeline 
06/21/2003

Tolya, Tim and me Scouting.

18 mi, 3850 ft

Waypoints:

SF – Start/Finish.  Parking is on the side of the road almost at the dead end west of the Dillinger Gap.  Very close to private property.  A very beautiful huge black horse came to us and didn’t want to go away.  Right at the start need to wade a creek.  Walk on the gravel rd. till 01.

01 – Split Falls Ridge Tr. and Fat Mtn. Tr.  We took Falls Ridge.  It’s very poorly marked in this section and goes through a boggy area near private property.  Look behind for the blazes – they are marked only on one side of the tree.  Very easy to get lost which we did a few times.

02 – Int. w. the gravel rd., the one we came in on previous occasions.

03, 04, W01, 08 – old, with a few old yellow blazes trail, easy to walk on.

04, 05, 06 – side bushwhack to the waterfalls.

08 – is where the trail splits in 2.  Last time we took the upward direction which leads nowhere, this time we took the way down, which is a good ATV rd.

09 – nice little field w. mtn. laurel.  Small bushes.  Good for camping.

10, 11 – we went around a small grassy field.  I think it was mad by and for hunters.  Beautiful flowers there.  Almost after there is  a pond I guess built for hunters, too.

02, 12, 14, 15, W03, 16, 17 – gravel road (continuation of the one we drove on the previous times, called Laurel Spur Tr.).  Here we just crossed it and went  to the lower semicircle of the Fat Mtn. Tr.  The naming of the creeks going to the Bull Gap is interesting – they all start with “B”: Bull, Bean, Bear Runs.

20 – relatively big beautiful pond on the left side of the tr.

21 – split in the rd. – we took the left part of it to go to the bull Gap – don’t do it, the rd. has several stream crossings and leads to the private property with barbed wire.

23 – wide stream crossing.  There are several fallen trees over it, so it’s not too bad.  Few hundred yards later we crossed the private property sign and headed towards the pipeline.

25 – pipeline – it’s on private property, is fenced and no public road goes through, at least on the way west.  We didn’t want to go through the private property, so we went around in through the forest.  It was not pleasant – a lot of shrubs and thorny vines.

26 -  we reached the pipeline where it’s public again.  Went up the pipeline – one of the most strenuous uphills.

27 – towers on the top of the mtn.   We went out and back along the North Mtn. Tr.  This tr. is not very attractive, maybe in the winter it would have been better.  It’s in good shape though.

28 – an interesting rock – the base is almost washed off, formed of layers, about 10 ft. high.

29 – int. w. a ATV rd. going across the mtn (purple).  It’s blazed.  Need to turn right on it and right again in a few yards to get to the continuation of the ridge tr.

30, 31 – pipeline, beautiful views.  31 is where we could see the other side from the ridge.  One can walk on the pipeline, or on the side tr. (pt. 29).  As far as we could tell, there is no more walk along the ridge after the pipeline.

