Falls Ridge Tr. with the side tr. to the Waterfalls – North Mtn. Tr. – Laurel Run Spur Tr.

11.28.02.  12.28 mi.  2671’ gain.  Scouting Trip.  

Tania, Weiming, Matthew, me.

Driving: RT66 – RT81 – RT42 – see trace for directions.  Driving – Laurel Run Rd. – Laurel Run Tr. and Laurel Run Spur Tr. is painful – a lot of water- filled holes on the ground.  Next time try RT701(Dellinger Gap from Jerome) if it’s not private property.  The first gate at the Laurel Run Rd. according to the Waterfalls book and what we saw is always opened, while the second – is always closed.  The parking is next to the gate.  There is room for 6-7 cars.

Waypoints:

SF  - car parking next to the gate.

01  - int. w. Falls Ridge Tr. ~ 100 yards from the gate.  This tr. is all uphill and almost all rather steep.

02  - 0.6 mi.  Side Tr. to the Waterfalls.  A clear turn.  The trail is NOT leading to the waterfalls.  It crosses the Falls Run Creek 0.2 mi above them and goes up after that.  It’s yellow blazed, but hasn’t been repainted for quite a while.  Clear and easy to follow.  My guess that the tr. eventually goes to the Great North Tr. at waypoint 13 where we saw a tr. junction.

03  - tr. crosses the Falls Run Creek.  We bushwhacked down along the creek after that.  It required several stream crossings and going through the thorny bush and thorny vines, although not too bad.

04  - we reached the precipice (obriv).  Should be on the  left side of the creek at that point.  Climbed the mountain to the top of the outcropping.  Breathtaking views from there.   The waterfall cannot be seen from above though.  To do that you need to loop around the outcropping on the lefthand go down along the wall of the precipice.

05  - the waterfall from the bottom.  The waterfall is very beautiful and is 60’ high according to the book, which is about right.  After looking at the falls, climbed back along the precipice wall and bushwhacked to the Falls Ridge Tr. trying to stay on the same altitude and avoid the bushes.

06  - reached the old yellow blazed road. and followed it back to the tr.  There is a hunter’s seat on the tree few yards before that.

07  - a side tr. to the Falls Run Creek followed by another one.

08  - a side tr. to the Falls Run Creek with a white campsite sign.

09  - int. w. North Mtn. Tr.  Some snow everywhere.

!!! 10  - the place where we got lost and couldn’t find the next blazes.  According to the map I thought that the tr. curves around the right side of the ridge (which is rather flat), but it does it on the left.  Saw a very bid woodpecker with big red head while lost.  I believe, I heard wild turkeys there, too.  When we were going back, Tania, who was going in front, went to the right because it was less vegetated there and all of a sudden we saw the blazes.

11  - the place where we saw the blazes.

12  - campsite w. an overlook.  Further along the tr. – beautiful views of the Blue Ridge.

13  - see waypoint 2.  There are several trails going down a little further, but this one is the clearest.

14  - postfactum pt.  Several overlooks along the way.

15  - int. w. the paved rd. to the relay towers.  Cross the gate to the towers and follow the blazes around them on the left.

16  - see the pipeline cut through the woods going steeply down.  Follow the pipeline down.

17  - second int. w. the paved rd. to the relay towers.  After the towers the pipeline rd splits into 2.  Follow the left – it’s where the side tr. will come cross.  Very close to the Bull Run.

18  - int. w. the Laurel Run Spur Tr. It’s a fire road.

19  - creek crossing.  Sharp right turn right before that.  We are going parallel to the ridge.  The road is the cut through the thick shrub.

20, 21  - creek crossings, first – over pipe, second – not.

22  - int. w. the Bear Run. Switchback after that.

23  - int. w. the Fat Mtn. Tr. (purple).  There is also a tr. going uphill on the other side.

24  - int. w. the Falls Run Creek, which is piped.

Next time try to do the Fatts Mtn. Tr. Maybe do the whole old yellow tr. to the waterfalls.  Also Tr. 23 – 34 seems interesting.

