Harpers Ferry

Windy Hike

11/29/03

Mike Fischetti, Arkady, his son and me scouting.  

MD Heights, Harpers Ferry, Loudon Heights.

Waypoints:

SF – Hillside Station on Keep Tryst Rd left side where we parked.  Liker store on the rights and Hillside Motel on the left.

01 – youth hostel.

02 – where one should start to climb from the C&O Canal to the paved rd. – there is a gas tank and a wooden ladder.

03 – is where we started climbing, where the trains go inside the tunnel.

04 – outcrops, overlooks to the Harpers Ferry, very windy.

05 – T-intersection, took left turn.

06 – turn right.  Blue-blazed trail with poles with blazes as well as blazes on the trees.

08 – overlook

09 – one of the best overlooks of Potomac w. views to the East.

10 – very well built square structure overlook w. good views.

11 – 1st int. w. Naval Battery Tr. and we kept on walking

12 – int. w. Elk Ridge Tr. which we took.  After a couple hundred yards the trail ended with signs of private property.

14, 15 – postfactum point.

16 – T-intersection and we go right.

19 – ATC Headquarters – closed for the winter,  a 2-story white building facing the opposite from Shenandoah direction.  A blue blazed tr. is going to it from the AT.

20 – int. w. AT.

22 – false trail – a blue blazed trail, which can be confused for the Loudon Heights Tr.  Careful!!!

23 – AT int. w. Loudon Heights Tr. – a very short blue blazed tr. goes up to the top of the ridge where there is a good campsite.

24, 25, 26 – great overlooks

28 – good empty parking lot for up to 10 cars.

29 – Exxon gas station.

Walking over the bridge is not dangerous – separate fenced lane, but extremely windy.

