Blockhouse Point – C&O Canal 10.19.02

Club: MWROP

Leader: Paul Elliott.  

Distance: 8.57 mi.  

Elev. Gain: 823’.  

D01
- Pennifield Lock Rd. is ~ 8-9 mi from the Beltway off the River Road.

SF and 01
- parking lots – SF is closer to the Towpath and smaller, where the road reaches the dead end.

Follow the Canal, pass the intersection with a creek (Muddy Branch Cr.), after ~ 100 m turn right off the road,.  Pass a field with some water-related facility, the road becomes a 4WD road after the field, following the creek on the left side.

02
- make a sharp left turn into the woods up, the trail entrance is very unclear.  Once you enter the woods, there is a horse trail sign.

03, 04
- uninteresting and uneventful horse side trail with a loop at the end.

05
- intersect. w. the underground pipeline – turn left.

06
- sharp turn from the pipeline up.

07
- trail intersection on which we turn left.

W02
- crossing the creek and coming up again

08
- first overlook obscured by the trees.

09
- side tr. to the second overlook.

10
- intersection with a trail on the right.  We keep on the trail on the left.

11
- big overlook.

12
- going down from the overlook.

13
- pass 2 blue-blazed trail on the right.

14
- another side trail to the overlook.

15
- the overlook with the best views so far.

16
- turn left.

17
- passing a horse stable on the right side.

18 - state – federal boundary.  Fence – go around on the left.  Soon after intersection w. the side tr. on the left – we keep on the right.

W03
- intersect. with a creek.  There is an intersection with a trail going along the creek.

19
- Pushville park border line.

20
- Violets Lock Rd. (Lock23) intersect.

21
 - Lock23

W05
- according to the map an overlook of the creek.

12
- option to enter the woods to fallow the Potomac River.

22
- pipe line intersection.

23, 24
- according to the map entrance between the swamps.

25
- Lock22.

Notes: A lot of leaders.  32 people showed up.  

