Blockhouse Point –Seneca Greenway Trail - C&O Canal.

Christmas Hike.

12/25/03

Tolya and me scouting.

Saw eagles, hawks, robins, 3 foxes, deer, beaver, 2 herons.

Waypoints.

SF – Parking.   There is a boat inlet there.

01 – after crossing the creek.

02 - !!! Very unobvious entrance into the woods.  Horse trail sign at the entrance which is hard to see.

03 – underground gasoline pipeline going under Potomac River.  This is where it crosses the River Road.  There is a big parking lot there.

04 – unobvious turn from the pipeline into the woods.

05 – tr. intersection where we turn left.

06 – stream crossing

07 – 1st outcropping over the C&O canal and Potomac River.

08 – intersection with the main tr.

09 – 10 – side tr. to the second Blockhouse Point outcropping.  We tried to follow an old path east of waypoint 10 – it doesn’t lead anywhere.

11 – int. State and US boundary.

12 – creek intersection.  we go straight.  After the creek crossing we should have taken the muddy trail that goes straight.  Instead we took a narrow path a little to the right, which leads to private property.  Eventually we returned to the road at…

14 – where we returned to the road and where the houses begin.

15 – intersection with the Violets Lock Road.  There are houses on the Right Side and a big fence on the left (Bretton Woods Recreation Center www.bwrc.org).  The road goes to the canal and has a parking lot and a bridge to the canal at the end.

16 – still fence – there is no entrance to the side road there.

17 – intersection with the River Road.  I made a mistake and we went right instead of left.   There is private property on both sides.  Very beautiful houses on the right side and forest on the left.

18 – turned on a very beautiful road (Manor Stone Rd.) with very beautiful houses on both sides.  The road led to the dead end…

19 – dead end.  Returned back.

18 – 17 – 20 – 21 – road walking.  

22 – very beautiful community church.

23 – I didn’t know of the existence of the Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. (www.senecatrail.org) – so we started bushwhacking up and south to the River Road.

24 – where we met the Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. and decided to go back to explore where it leads.  It goes back almost to waypoint 23, doesn’t cross the Seneca Creek there, but there is a very short connector marked with red stripes to the bridge.

25 – Blue Blazed Seneca Greenway Tr. int. w. the River Road.

26 – Good car parking and a post saying: to RT 28 – 4.4 mi.  We went further.  There is a field that we crossed with a beautiful eagle flying around.  After the field the area becomes very gloomy – it looks like it’s been flooded a lot of times.  Its also very windy there.   The road is muddy.

27 –  Where we stopped and decided to go back.

28 – int. w. some road and almost immediately with the River Road. 

29 – Poole’s General Store and Big Game checking station (Old River Rd. 16300) – very old wooden house with a goat, chicken and rabbit farm nearby.  They also sell reclining chairs.  The store is closed Sunday, but works all day Saturday.  Great place for lunch – several tables with views of the Seneca Creek.

30 – Montevideo Rd.  – very beautiful rd. with farms and some houses on the sides.  On the intersection they say you can buy fruits and vegetables there at some farm although we didn’t see the official entrance.  

31 – this is a place where there is very narrow trail going in the woos, possibly joining the Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. Check it out some time.

32 – int. with Dry Seneca Creek.  My favorite house is on this intersection.  Also there is a trail that probably joins the Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. which should be very close.  Can possibly form a very nice loop.

33 – where the road turns and we decided to stop and go back.

34 – after we came back to the River Road, we went inside the park.  There is a big corn field there.  

35 - next time check out the old Mill.  

351 - Also check out Seneca Creek Schoolhouse Museum at this point or a little further on the road.

36 – ruins of the Stone Mill.  Next time check out that area – further in the woods from there.  It seems to have a lot of interesting trails.

38 – where the creek joins the C&O canal.

39 – possibly where one can go along Potomac.

40 – 41 – possibly first way out back to the Canal.

42 – 43 – possibly second way out back to the Canal.

44 – 45 - -||- 3d and final way back.

46 – lock 22 – Pennyfield lock.   There are two old abandoned houses there on the way to the car.

