Montevideo Rd. – Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. – Buddhist Park – McKee WMA

Date: 02/07/04

People: Angela Calle, Mike Fischetti, Phil

Distance: 15 mi.

Note: I forgot to turn off the GPS and the Montevideo Rd. – Seneca Creek Greenway Tr. trace got overwritten.  All the places we went to had some snow which was melting and formed a very wet ground.  In a lot of places streams were very high and hard to cross.  Seneca Creek was very high, as was Potomac River.

Hike:

We tried to start with the S.C. Greenway Tr. but it was too wet and we took Montevideo Rd.

SF1 – where we started: Pools Store.  Followed the road west to Montevideo Rd. and turned North on it.

04 – park boundary.  Turned right and followed the path with private field on the right and State Park on the left.

05 – old Stone Gate.  The path goes around the field, but we took another path into the forest.

06 – we reached the creak (Dry Seneca Creek) , but it wasn’t passable.  Besides, as it turned out, the other side is private property.  Huge ice pieces in the water.  We followed the creek west to Montevideo Road.  We were going too low, there is a path a little higher.

07 – where we reached that path. !!! It would be interesting to find out if this path reaches the main Seneca Creek and if there is a bridge over it there!!!

08 – where we reached the Montevideo Road and started following it north.  My favorite house (mansion) is right after the intersection with the Dry Seneca Creek.

10 – int. w. Sugarland Rd.

11 – Homestead Farm – Fruits and Vegetables. Homegrown fruits and vegetables. Ph. 301-977-3761, 1560 Sugarland Rd.

13 – int. w. Rt. 107.  No side rd.  Soon we reached Rt. 28 which does have a side rd.  

14 – bridge over Seneca Creek.  Soon after the bridge there is an intersection with the S.C. Greenridge Tr. w. a good parking and blazes.  the trail goes under the bridge and we took it.  There is an old van fallen there.  The first stretch was horrible – we were going through rather high level of water, there were a lot of stream crossings.  

15 – we are entering the grassy area.  The road started to be very good as we gained the elevation.  Most of the creeks have bridges over them and the trail is well blazed here.

16 – another field.  It’s surrounded by barbed wire.  There is  dumpster.  Somebody dumped a car into the stream.  Houses can be seen.  The road must be close.

17 – shortly before this point we lost the blazes.  I think the trail after is not blazed, because barbed wire is not far from the creek and we didn’t see any blazes between it and the creek.  The area became very wet – almost up to the ankle, so we went on private property.

18 – where we joined the trail again.  Right after that there is a bridge over the creek.  After that we took Berryville Road to the River Road and then took Rive Road to the cars.

2d part of the hike: Buddhist Temple and the park that belongs to it.  The Stupa Park has a lot of stream crossings and they were bad and the bridges were moved on one side of the stream.  We had to jump over high streams.

SF2 – The Temple itself.

22 – River Road

23 – Migyur Dorje Stupa – main Stupa and the biggest one.

24 – White Garden – each garden has a Stupa, flags on the trees, sometimes Buddha Statue, etc.

25 – Blue Garden

26 – Green Garden

27 – Stupa Park.  Has the main big Stupa and several small around it.  Brochure from the Temple explains their shape and meaning.

28 – Meditation Garden which is in fact a pavilion (besedka).  Don’t remember if we saw the Red Garden, but they all look almost identical, with the exception of the major ones.

29 – River Road.

3d part of the hike: McKee WMA.  The road was initially good but then deteriorated and became very wet.  There are several stream crossings.  I didn’t put waypoints, so all are postfactum.  The actual trail goes all the way to Potomac River – the C&O Canal there is almost nonexistent.  Saw 2 guys, one of whom was local and he told me all the trail on the map are current and lead to the Potomac Rive rather than stopping before it as the map shows.   There are several sections of forest and fields.

Driving:  Go from River Road at waypoint D01.  Approaching from the other side requires a 4WD.  I did it last time in my car and it wasn’t pleasant.

Waypoints:

SF3 – Start of the hike.  There is a parking for several cars.

30 – a dam.  that feeds the second lake from the first one.  Also an intersection with a trail that goes around the second lake, which we took last time.

H – old house foundation.  In fact it looks not like a house, but rather like some sort of fortification – very thick rocks form the base.

31 – where the GPS stopped working.

32 – where I suppose we reached the towpath.

