Green Ridge State Forest North

06/27/2010
Gps’s trip odometer 16.2mi.  Topo’s 15mi.

Misha and me scouting.

Very diverse forest – may different types of trees and flowers.
All the tributaries of the 15mi. Cr. we saw were absolutely dry.  The Cr. itself was intermittent.
There were signs along the trail naming different kinds of forest.  New forest map should have their location.
This hike should be very good in the winter with snowshoes.

SF – large parking lot.  Trailhead is unobvious and starts behind the restrooms.
01 – 02 – there is an unofficial tr. here which we did only a small part of.  It’s probably the easiest way to get to the 15mi. Creek and the swimming holes.
08 -  a great swimming hole – very long one.  Can’t reach it from this side of the river because it’s too steep and rocky.  At Pt. 09 follow the creek and cross it at some point – there is an unofficial tr.  This stretch is very overgrown w. tall grass.
-11, 14 – flower – we saw it on the n. side along the tr.  This is one of the last occurrences of it.
17 – picnic area.  We got lost here – the tr. is overgrown w. grass and the blazes are too few.  Don’t climb the mountain like we did.  Cross the picnic area and look for blazes on the other side.
W18 – a bridge.
19 – large swimming hole.  Locals and thugs gather there.  We swam there on the way there and back.
20, 27 – int. w. the Twin Oak Tr. – purple. The tr. is very pretty and very worth visiting.
21 – we went off tr. here to the new pretty shelter.  It’s near a field, where a petroleum or gas test well used to be in the 60s.  The side slope of the mountain is very dry and the skinny mint with strong smell grows there.  I think it’s the Shale Barren area.  A little further is a pond with loud frogs.
22 – where we came back on the tr.
28 – unpleasant part of the tr. from now on.  Near fields and right next to the private property.
30 – Mason – Dixon Line.  End of Tr.  We were looking for the Mid-State Tr. for a while but as it turned out, it got relocated much further W.
31 – Mason-Dixon Marker.
32 – another trailhead.
33 – trailhead on the Twin Oak Tr.
34 – old schoolhouse, called Twin Oak Schoolhouse.  The tr. is named after it.  It’s on private property now.
W36 – contrary to what the trace shows we never crossed the creek.  There was no water in it.
37 – a grassy field off an old packed dirt rd.  We collected a little bit of St. Johns Wort there.  Not much was available.  
38 – another dry creek.
43 – the tr. goes off the dirt rd.

After the hike we drove to the overlook which didn’t disappoint us.
VIEW -  Town Hill Overlook and Town Hill B&B.  The lookout tower nearby is not functioning and closed to public according to the B&B owner.  There are several antenna sites near it.




