Pawpaw Tunnel
12/23/2009

Went to the C&O Headquarters – they don’t have public museums or anything else for public, but they do stock all the C&O publications (free).

Went to the C&O Visitors Center at Hancock, but it’s seasonal and was closed.

LL – LL2 – Lover’s Leap – seems like it’s very private and there is a big mining there.
PO – Pinnacle Overlook.
FR – FR2 – Fluted Rocks – the road to this public area was covered with ice and I didn’t go.
NF – Niagara Falls – met a guy who lives there.  He calls them Little Niagara.  Says they are small.

SF – nice large parking lot with restrooms which was surprisingly plowed.  Old superintendant building ahead.  Large picnic area.
01 – C&O Canal.
02 – Pawpaw Tunnel Entrance.  Obviously, there is no GPS reception inside, so I drew it by hand – the elevation profile there is wrong as a result.  It’s also a spot where the trail over the tunnel starts.  The path inside is very good, but there are some wet spots where the shoes will get wet, and a couple places where the ceiling leaks a little.  Saw some white stuff between the bricks in a few places which looked like ice, but wasn’t – totally warm.  Need to find out what it is.
03 – exit of the tunnel.  The waterfall book claims a waterfall at the exit.  There is none.
04 – trail over the tunnel ends here.
07 – where I stopped going on the canal and went down towards Potomac.
08 – Border of the Potomac River.
09 – Overlook.
10 – Road Crossing.  It’s gated.  Road wasn’t plowed.  It’s one of those hunting roads for OHVs.
11 – Great overlook of the Potomac River and surrounding mountains.

SB – SB1 – Split between the North and South Branch of the Potomac River.  I am hoping this is similar to Harper’s Ferry scenery.  I didn’t go to there because it was getting dark.
Saw: 3 kinds of woodpeckers, lots of small northern birds, lots of deer.  One track and scat looked like a larger mammal.  No bear tracks.
The snow was a little less than knee deep most of the time.

Next time use Pawpaw National Park brochure, especially on the trail above the tunnel.  Also, do some bushwhacking on the trail above the tunnel to overlook the Potomac.



