Rocky Gap State Park

12/27/2009 

Misha and me scouting.

Misha has an outside thermometer in his car and it was interesting to notice how the temperature outside was going lower by 15 degrees from where we started to Rocky Gap SP.  Still, everything was melting in the park.

The park is based on the golf course and the huge campground around lake Habeeb.   It’s very commercialized, although in the winter most activities are gone – the 200+ room lodge is opened and they have a festival of lights (animal contours made of wire and lights of different color attached to these contours).  There is an underwater trail for scuba divers to see the fish from the fish hatchery nearby.  There are 2 swimming beaches.

I wasn’t very impressed by this park, except for the Rocky Gap itself.

All the trails are blazed and posts with trail names are at the junctions.  Some trail names don’t match the map and there are new trails in the park and old trails that are not mapped.  Most trails are wide gravel roads, some trails are on paved roads.

Trails are sometimes very wet because water is not properly drained from them.

Waypoints:
SF – parking for many cars.
01 – small loop trail.
02 – great overlook into the Rocky Gap.  Pitch Pine Trees and dieing hemlocks.
03 – start of the hiking trail.  
04 – stream overlook.
05 – bridge.  Dam a little to the right which forms a waterfall which is not very pretty.
06 – gravel rd. which we take up the mtn.
07 – unofficial trail up to the Evitts homestead.
09 – Evitts Homestead – only the well was visible in the snow.
13 – the tr. turns South off the creek bed.
10 – Airway signal tower.  Broken now.  Possible to climb up to the top.
11 – Mason Dixon Marker 162.  We couldn’t find the original in the snow, but the new post with the bronze marker is clearly visible.  This is the border with PA.
12 – Pipe line with superb views in both directions.
14 – gravel tr. along the contour lines of the mountain.  Very wet.
16 – int. w. another tr. not shown on the map.
17 – 18, 19 – 20  – paved rd.
20 – 21 – the new tr. along the shore, not on the map.  We only started on it.
22 – the trail along the shore.
24 – Church end cemetery.
26 – the trail is going along the  coast, but it was getting dark and we took the road.
27 – the aviary.  Lots of birds there but we couldn’t see them because the light was directed towards us.
