Camp Roosevelt – Kennedy Peak – Massanutten Trail

12/16/2006
Tolya and me scouting

According to the GPS, the distance was 18 miles exactly.

We met at 6:00 at Connecticut int. I-495 and drove to the destination w/o stops.  That was the only reason why we made it before the sunset.

The place has a lot of spectacular views, among them some of the best views of the Shenandoah River and the Westerns Slopes of the SNP NW.
Even though the elevation gain is not that great, there are no flat sections on the ridge or in the valley, so the hike is pretty strenuous.

Waypoints:

SF – Campground is maybe where the map is showing it but it’s also near the rd. to the SE of this waypoint.  The gate was closed for the season.

01 – a big what looks like a storage building, a large paved field here.

03 – the map says there is a paragliding site here, but we saw only a dumpster with a gutted deer.  Very good views though.  The map shows 2 houses, would be interested to explore the remnants of them.  Road is initially very wide.  Lots of campsites with fireplaces along.

07 – the trail continued straight even though the blazed section turned 90 deg.  I think the trail leads to an overlook and campsite and stops there.  Explore later.

08 - 09 – Side tr. to the Kennedy Peak and Lookout Tower.  The tower is in a pretty poor shape.

12 – Jacks Notch – a gap.

13 – int. w. a well blazed tr.  Campsite with a fireplace.

15 – Tolya got a blister, so we didn’t go any further.  This is a nice peak to turn back though.  The Original Plan was to go to the Indian Grave Ridge Tr. int., which would be at least another mile.
16 – little stream crossing.

17 – same.

18 – same.

