Duncan Knob and Camp Roosevelt

with an attempt to reach the Strickler Knob.

10.26.02.  Weiming and me scouting for my hike next week.  15.64 mi. 2522’ gain.

Driving: RT675 and Crisman Hollow Road.  RT675 can be reached from RT211BUS at Luray.  It’s a twisted, but well maintained always paved road with a lot of intersections and turns.  Always carry a map.  

D01 – D15.  

D15 – Edinburg Gap Parking, Massanutten Tr. entrance.  Also parking for the OHV carriers.

On the way there saw a grouse.  Also saw on the mountains bright sun above us and the fog below.  Leaves actively change color.

Hike:

SF
- Crisman Hollow Rd. intersect. Gap Creek Tr. (blue) parking.  Good for 6 cars.  Careful in following blazes – unintuitive turns.

W01
- creek crossing.

W02
- pond on the right side.

01
- int. w. Scothorn Gap Tr. (yellow)

02
- white side tr. to the Duncan Knob.

P01
- Duncan Knob – requires a lot of rock scrambling – not too complicated.  There is a bushwhack along the Catback Mtn. but it’s not worth it.  Got a little disoriented on the way back – went straight down, while should have gone down and left.

03
- Peach Orchard Gap. Intersect. w. the Massanutten Tr. (orange).  Went to the Strickler Knob and back.

04
- beautiful overlook on the northern part of the trail w. views of the whole Blue Ridge. 

05
- as far as we went on the Strickler Knob – a lot of slippery rocks, there is no trail, a lot of small trees.  Not worth pursuing.  Went back on the Massanutten Tr., following the Duncan Hollow (creek).  The tr. is shared with horses, so it’s very dirty.  Saw a salamander in the creek.

Right after 03, cross the creek 2 times.

06
-crossed dry creek on a bridge and soon passed the power line.

10
-Lions Tail Trail – designed for kids, in the Japanese style.

SF.

Drove back through the Crisman Hollow Rd. – RT211 at New Market Gap Visitors Center – straight forward and fast – preferable to 675 for a big group.

