Massanutten Resort Hike
Jack Thorsen, Mike Fischetti and me scouting.

10/01/2006

We didn’t know it, but in order to hike there, one needs to obtain a permit as this land belongs to the resort.  The resort’s bike shop (closed Sat – Sun)  sells a map of the trails for $2.  PATC map H has only a few trails.  The trails are designed mostly for Mtn. Biking, but are good for hiking as well.  There are a lot more trails than what’s on the map.  Some of the trails are blazed, some are not.  The Old Barn and the Cabin are destroyed.   http://www.shenandoahmountainbikeclub.com/ is building new Mtn. bike trails and I assume maintain the existing ones.

Driving: Rt. 66 to Rt. 211 at Warrenton through Luray, turn to Rt 340 South, drive to the Rt. 33 at Elkton (W),  very soon take Resort Dr. and follow it all the way up the Mtn, where you should turn right to the Dell Web Dr. Take it all the way to the dead end – a spectacular overlook of the resort and a parking. 
Waypoints.

SF – West Gate - spectacular overlook with 2 trailheads going on the ridge and one trail going down the road, which we took.

01 – int. w.  Hanenkaham Tr. 
02 – Blue Tr. that we took.

03 – a split where we picked the wrong trail and apparently walked on it for a long stretch.
04 – an int. with another tr.

05 –  we started going on a very new Mtn. Biker’s Trail leading to the ridge.  Saw two people who built it.  One of them is George.
06 – where this trail merges with the trail on the ridge.  This trail has lots of pines, both Table and Virginia, lots of Pink Lady Slippers Orchids, huge amounts of blueberries, spectacular views of the Shenandoah Nat. Park.

07 – overlook.

08 – overlook.

09 – the highest summit of this trail – Kaylor Knob.  Saw a tiny Eastern Fence Lizard.  Great Overlook.

10 – Blue Trail starts to make a loop, while the Second Mtn. Tr. keeps going forward.

11 – some trail int.

12 – took the Granny Grind Tr. 
13 – took the Yellow Loop Tr. 

14  - took the second Yellow Loop Tr. I didn’t like the naming convention of these trails.  Following them is very confusing.  

15 – Hensley’s Pond.  A primitive campsite with campfire right before the pond.  The trails circles the pond counterclockwise, but we went clockwise and saw a huge number of Ladies Tresses Orchids and Cardinal Flowers in the swampy area above the pond.  

The other side of the pond is a beautiful grassy field with a huge tree in the middle.

16 – we reached the green tr.

17 – 18 Walked along the yellow Tr following the Cub Run and back.

19 – tried to follow another tr. – I think it was the Bailout Tr.
20 – I think it was an intersection with the Canaan Tr.  Crossed the stream after that.

21 – Before this point we didn’t see the Dirt Pike or Shale Pit.  This point is the int. with the Yellow Tr.  We traced back and took the Blue Tr. 

22 – another Tr. Int.

23 – a huge old truck with mowing attachment decaying.

24 – Blue and Green Trs. Merge and the remains of the old barn become visible.

25 – junction with another wide rd.  Destroyed cabin after that.

26 – 27 – road junctions.  

28 – Where we met the chief of security Keith and he told us never to go on these trails without a permit.  There is an Old Guard House which is in a pretty bad shape.  Took Red & Blue Tr. up the mountain towards the car.

29 – a small tr. intersection.

30 – int. w. our rd. 

31 – ruins of a house.

32 – a small shack almost in ruins.

33 – an unblazed side Tr there are a lot of  them coming from this rd.
