Southern Massanutten Mtn. Runkles Gap – Massanutten Peak and Ski Resort.

07/31/2004

Jack and William scouting.

People: Jack, William, John Killmon, Olivia, Steve, Shelley, Brad, Thomas, Tolya and me.

Driving: RT29 – RT211, regrouping at Liberty Station near Wall-Mart, RT340 left, at the Town of Shenandoah turn right on East Point Rd (RT602), at Greenwood turn right on RT636 and follow it to the trailhead (rt. doesn’t end).  

Beautiful churches in the town of Shenandoah.  Look at the Singing Tower on the other side of RT211 from the Luray Caverns entrance.

Waypoints:

SF- ~ 50 yards before the trailhead.  No real parking, so parked at the curb.  On the way to the trailhead there is a shooting range, so don’t be afraid of continuous shooting.  A little further on the road there is a side trail to the Boone Run with a nice swimming hole there, where we swam after the hike.

01 – turned left to the Boone Run Tr. (orange).

03 – unmaintained unblazed tr.

04 – turned on the Second Mtn. Tr. (blue).  A lot of Pink Lady Slippers (we think, no flowers), tons of huckleberries (most overgrown), steep uphill.

06 - 07 – side tr. to the Kaylor Knob (2850 ft) with spectacular views.  There is a straight tr. down from Kaylor Knob, which we didn’t take.

08 – 22 – each waypoint is a side trail.  Massanutten resort created a net of mountain biking trails.  The map should be available at the resort’s ski/bike renting facility.  Nobody was in the shop when we came there.  W.P. 20 – 22 – very steep uphill.   Waypoint 12 – check the pond, maybe one can swim there.

23 – the paved road is gated there and there is an overlook with a parking.  Trail starts right from the overlook.  Very strenuous stretch on the Massanutten Mtn with lots of uphills.  Few side trails and overlooks.  Cellular and other antennas are at the end of the trail which is also the highest point.

28 – Massanutten Peak is an outcropping with a 360 deg. overlook over the area.  Also the start of the ski slope, also the paragliding slide.  At the end of the outcropping hidden in the bushes is the start of the trail (blazed, don’t remember the color).  

29 - We followed this trail for a while and then continued on the ski slope.

30 – Country store with drinks, ice-cream, etc.  pay pond nearby, parking nearby, bike and ski rental nearby.

31 – 32 – walked on the paved road along the golf course.  Turned right after the condominiums.  The trail is not blazed, but is in good shape.

32 – 03 – same trail.  Very gradually goes up, then down.  All the creaks were completely dry.  There was a spring along the road.  

37 – where we saw lots of orchids on the eastern side of the trail.  Indian Cucumber was there as well.

