Kings Gap Environmental Education And Training Center.
09/18/2006

Pasha and me scouting.

The weather was perfect.  The trails are pretty – first 2 miles the trails are covered with moss, some trails are going along pretty streams.  The blazes are great (download park map from PA State Park Web Site), all the intersections have poles.  In fact all the park has been recently renovated and is in mint shape.  Official overlooks are overgrown and will be good only with the leaves out.  Lots of parking lots.  Not many people, but there are some.  Call in advance to make sure the mansion is opened (it can have events or volunteers are not there).  The park gives lectures on orienteering, shows birds banding (hawks, I believe), has lectures on herbs, etc.  Call to find out what and when.  Lots and lots of edible mushrooms (milk mushrooms, rusella, sulfur shelf, and honey agaric).

Driving is more straightforward through Hagerstown (I-270 north ( I-70 west ( I-81 north then about 5-7 miles of roads to the park (there are park signs).

Waypoints:

SF – mansion parking lot for at least 10 cars.

01 – mansion.  Good overlook.  Herb Garden.

02 – Maple Hollow and Woodland Ecology Tr. int.

03 – same but at another spot.

04 – Forest Heritage and Maple Hollow Tr. int.

05 – took Ridge Overlook Tr.  Before bushwhacked to the ridge and back.  There is a nice view from the top.

06 – Rock Scree and Ridge Overlook Tr. 

07 – Ridge Overlook and Kings Gap Hollow Tr. int.

08 – Bridge.  Small parking (3 car max) right after.  We took an unblazed tr. down the creek, then realized it’s going to lead us to private property on one side and bogs on the other and bushwhacked to the Rock Scree Tr. 

09 – end of the bushwhack.
10 – pipeline.

11 – Rock Scree and Pine Plantation Tr. int.

12 – big parking, restrooms, maps.  Right after this is a renovated old log house. Went back.

13 – Boundary and Locust Pt. Tr. int.

14 – winter overlook.

15 – same as 13 in a different place.

18 – Watershed Tr. of which we took the right part.
20 – junction of the Watershed Tr. loop.
21 – Program Shelter, side tr. to the pond, large parking.  A new campground with campfire.  Start of the Scenic Vista Tr. that we took. There is a scenic vista half way on the tr., with decent though a little obscured views.

22 – Buck Ridge Tr. start – 6 mi. to the Pine Grove Furnace.  The trail I originally planned to take on this hike. 
