Chuck Keiper Tr. West

09/04_06/2010

Steve Weber leading.  Terri, Karen Klindinst, Barb Rodekohr and me.  

Great backpack.  Huge number of very large mushrooms, overlooks, bogs, various flowers: asters – white and blue, goldenrods and many others, blueberries, huckleberries in abundance, 2 waterfalls.  Saw wild turkeys.

This trail is best done in the summer and fall, since stream crossing in the spring can be iffy and some trails may be slippery.

There are a lot of fresh cuts through the forest.  They may be roads to give quick access to the firefighters, but I think they were built for the mountain bikers.

First day has a lot of ups and downs, second day has 2 waterfalls, dense hemlock forest, mushrooms, overlook, third day has bogs, meadows and blueberries.

The tr. is blazed orange, but there are other trs. blazed orange as well.  Sections of the trail are called different names.

SF – parking for many cars.  Great overlook.
03 – overlook.
34 – campsite where we stayed.  Supposed to be 5 star, but I didn’t like it.  It was too crowded and rocky.  Further upstream camping is much  better.
42 – first waterfall and the old trail going up.  It’s in good shape.  Half way up the mountain there is a great meadow for camping.  Good campsite on the int. as well.
43 – another waterfall.
52 – from here on the tr. goes through the hemlock forest along the creek near a bog.  Huge number of mushrooms.
68 – int. w. a new rd.  Up the mountain is a fence protecting reforestation forest from the deer.  The forest looks ugly – tiny trees grow on top of each other.
73 – pipeline w. great views.  Next time go N. and S. to see if there are overlooks.
76 and forward – lots of blueberries and wintergreen.
83 – bridge.
84 – second day campsite.  Very nice.  On the other side of the creek from the trail.
107 – going off the CKT.  Strangely, the blazes are still orange.
110 – going on the yellow trail.  Pretty hard to follow.  The side trails to the bog are also marked yellow, that got us confused.
112 - 114 – these side trs. to the bog
115 – 116 – pipeline.
117 – back on the orange tr.

Next time do the small loops on the CKT and the Eastern Section.

