Conestoga Trail: Rt. 232 – Erbs Bridge Rd. along the Hammer Creak.

01/02/05

Ken Fillo from the Lancaster Hiking Club scouting w. Natasha Levkovich, her son Andrew and me.

Whole hike goes along the Hammer Creak, sometimes at a distance, but never far.  Most of the hike is on private property.

A lot of areas are wet – bring couple extra pairs of socks and maybe boots w. gaiters.

Waypoints:

S – int. Conestoga and Horseshoe Tr. Horseshoe Tr. goes up the mtn.  Horseshoe Tr. – yellow blazes.  Conestoga - orange blazes.  Parking for ~10 cars.

02 – where the tr. goes off the rd.

03 – going on the bridge over the Hammer Creak below the paved rd.  

06 – turn – we are walking along the edge of a very large field.

07 – int. w. a road.  There is a sign there saying that you can hike during the hunting season only on Sundays.

08 – stream crossing w. wading up to the ankle.

09 – turned right before the bridge.

10 – Swiss Farm B&B which overlooks the lake.

12 – the dam at the end of the lake.

15 – bad bridge over the creak.

16 – before this point – lama farm, a lake with black ducks, and white gees, flower farm.

17 – bridge – we are still going along the Hammer Creak.

19 – live wire fence to keep live stock in the field.  There are a lot of them from now on.

22 – where we went off the road into the field again.  You want to be on the left side of the bushes there (on the field side, not on the river side – the owner doesn’t like people going on his property).

23 – Clayroad Bridge. 

F – Erbs Bridge - red covered bridge.  Park on the curb of the road with the note in your car saying you are hiking and will remove the car at night.  Not really a parking and dangerous for the car.

burning bush (small prolonged red berries on a thorny bush); sycamore trees.

