Link. Tr. – Loyalsock Tr. – Ricketts Glenn –Gameland 13

04/17-19/2010
Misha and me scouting.

Next time do the Worlds End Tr. – Loyalsock Tr. loop in the W. Part of the park goin outside of the park + the bushwhacking loop that Mike did from the Mitchell’s book.

Also explore Eagles Mere Park and Lake with the nearby Rainbow Lake.

There was a cold front and we even had some snow on the second night.  Luckily for us we didn’t have any rain or snow during the hikes.

04/16/2010
We arrived at the Ricketts Glenn Campground at night and put the tents.  Immediately a spotted salamander which I have never seen before climbed on it.

04/17/2010
Double Run Tr. – Link Tr. – Loyalsock Tr. loop.
We saw at least 5 kinds of violets: white, yellow, purple, blue and another I don’t know.  Lots of ramps.  Lots of red trillium and trout lily.  Dead nettle, 
SF1 – Double Run Tr. Parking – very small one.
01 – falls.
03 – 5 way intersection here.  Very confusing.  World’s End map is the best resource.  We should have turned to the Link Tr. before crossing the creek, but we didn’t, so we crossed it again and climbed to the Link Tr. which goes on an old logging rd.
04 – there is a sharp turn here where the tr. goes off the old rd. which we missed and had to trace back.  A little bit before that there is a sliding waterfall and some rapids.  Soon after the crossing we go near a large stone wall on the left.
05 – int. w. Mineral Spr. Rd.
07 - 12 – Canyon Vista (07- 09), parking with a good restroom (10- 11).  Rock Garden (12).  The vista is great.  The Rock Garden is a walk on huge rocks with narrow gaps between them.  I wasn’t impressed.  Rock Garden is a little to the S. of the Loyalsock/Link Tr.  We did a short bushwhack to them.
13 – Loyalsock Tr. branches off.  We stayed on the Link Tr.
16 – Deer fence to enable tree regrowth after logging.
17 – leaving the deer fence.  Steep descent away from it.
19 – int. w. the Gold Run Rd.
20 – meadow, probably farmed before.  Very pretty.  Old uncultivated apples.  We are walking on an old rd.
21– int. w. another old rd. which we took.
22, 23, 24 – int. w. another old rd.
25 – int. w. rt. 154.  From then on we followed the creek.  At some pt. the tr. went up from the creek still not touching the road, but we missed that spot and continued till we saw the blazes again.
26 – End of Link Tr. From now on we are on the Loyalsock Tr.  Crossing the bridge on the Rocky Run Rd.  Along the previous stretch and here we saw a lot of empty small houses apparently for use by hunters and fishermen.
28 – the tr. leaves the rd.
30 – steep rocky climb.
31 – int. w. Rock Run Rd.
W32 – Sones Lake.
34 – Ann’s Bridge – straight twisted roots which go over a small twisty creek.
40 – 41 – Loyalsock Rd.
46 – Upper Alpine Falls.  We didn’t look for them or see them.  Don’t know if they exist.
47 - Blue spur to Alpine Falls.  These falls are the most scenic of the whole hike.
48 – Alpine Falls.
49 – there is supposed to be a great falls on this branch right before the junction according to the Brown’s book.  We didn’t see it or look for it, since it would have involved a very steep downhill and then climb and we didn’t have time for it.  From here – a very steep climb.
50 – Ken’s Window.  A great overlook, unfortunately obscured by trees.
52 - Campsite at stream crossing.
53 – Int. w. Loyalsock Rd.
57 – 58 – Int. w. Loyalsock Rd.
62 – High Rock Vista.  Spectacular views.  From there on very steep downhill.
63 – High Rock Falls.
65 - 65 – Bridge over the Loyalsock Creek.  Right after that we turned to the Link Tr., which is in a very bad shape after the flood in the winter.

04/18/2010
Ricketts Glenn State Park
Ricketts Glenn State Park map allows you to get the job done, but it could have been much better.  I wish that the trails on the old roads were marked as trails on roads and if the roads continue and the trail turns, this event was shown.  Parking lots are not always clearly shown as such.

Our hike consisted of 3 parts: Grand View Tr., Evergreen Tr., and the main tennis racket shape loop with the waterfalls including the Highland Tr.

Red Rock Village has a lot of hunting cabins and a hotel near the lake.

I didn’t take the GPS to the Adams Falls and the Evergreen Trail, which was a mistake.  So I georeferenced all the photos taken there to the waypoint just east of the parking which is approximately where the falls are.

Grand View Tr.
We did the loop in the counterclockwise direction.
SF2 – official start of the tr.  Where the software shows the road intersections, there are gates with no parking.  There is another parking at the abandoned rock quarry shown as the white spot on the software.
101 – int. w. the roads.  The 1st rd. we took is an OHV road. 
102 – we took the tr., which starts here.  The road continues to the Gameland 13.
103 – int. of the 3 counties.
104 – 105 – tr. deteriorates and disappears as it reaches the private property, which belongs to some hunting club.
106 – there is no Heliport although there is enough space to park a helicopter.  There are great views towards the SW.  There is a gated fire tower (locked) and a very tall antenna.  From there, the gravel road going down is very good.
107 – Side Tr. to the parking near the abandoned quarry.

Ricketts Glenn Falls
I didn’t put waypoints for most falls since they are everywhere on the trails up and down.

Next time do the largest possible loop around the park.

SF3 – First we visited the Adams Falls, where Unfortunately I didn’t take the GPS.
108 – Adams Falls.  After them we made a loop on the Evergreen Tr. which is an interpretive tr. explaining the life of the forest.  It has an old stand of Hemlocks, going back 200+ years.  We also did a short walk along the Kitchen Creek until it merges with private property (another hunting club).  There is a nice small waterfall near the junction of the Boston and Kitchen Creek not seen from the main tr.
109 – a bridge to the picnic area and a fall below it.
113 – end of the Upper Tr.
114 – Murray Reynolds Falls, 16’
115 – start of the Upper Tr.
117 – unofficial overlook of the canyon.
118 – int. w. Canoga View Tr.
119 – an unofficial overlook of the canyon.
120 – int. w. the Old Beaver Dam Rd. Tr. and the Highland Tr. which we took.
121 – connector tr. to the Leigh Glen.
122 – int. of Highland and Leigh Glen Tr.  We went up.
123 – we went on an unofficial tr. straight to the Leigh Lake, and then when this tr. disappeared, bushwhacked to the lake.
124 – int. w. the Leigh Lake and its dam.  The dam is old and broken, thus there is no lake, but rather a swamp.  Cherry Run and Mountain Trs. start here.  Unofficial tr. goes down the creek and there is a nice unofficial waterfall right near the junction.
125 – we started going back, then took an unofficial shortcut, somehow missed the junction and went on an old unofficial tr. to the Glen Leigh Creek.  
126 – by pure luck I saw the official tr. and we hiked there and met it at this point.  This is also where the bridge and the waterfall is.  This is also where we stopped last year because it was impassable from this point on due to ice.


04/19/2010
Gameland 13
The loop is from the book “Endless Mountains” by Mitchell.  The waterfalls are also covered in the books about waterfalls by Brown.  This hike consists of 3 relatively good gravel or packed dirt roads going along the  Heberly Run, Grassy and Shanty Run, and the Sullivan Run with a very poorly and hard to follow stretch of trail in between.  There are 2 ways of doing this hike: 1 – you go along the creeks all the time.  That involves very strenuous bushwhacking, lots of rock-climbing, going through the brier and wading.  Option 2 – if you have a GPS and know where the waterfalls are, you go on the main roads and go down to the waterfalls and back.  Option 1 is clearly the best, but is several times harder.  In my opinion, it is almost impossible to do the whole loop with the first option in one day no matter how strong you are.  I did the combination of option 1 and 2 last year and managed to do just the Haberly Run, covering, I believe all the falls from the book.  This year I did the whole loop but covered only a fraction of the waterfalls.  I hope next time to cover just the Sullivan Run and surrounding falls.  I want to repeat again that it’s extremely difficult to find the trail between the Shanty and Sullivan Run, but if you get lost, don’t use compass, retrace your steps and find the trail.  The easiest way is to follow the cut branches.

Jamison City has a lot of B&Bs and even one hotel.  Don’t know how they keep the business going.

D03 – the sign said that the road was closed, but we should have taken it anyway.
SF4 – the fire road was closed here.  There is a tiny parking on the left side and a huge old chimney.  Last year we were able to reach D60.  I didn’t know it at the time, but the Jemerson City Rd., which is on the other side of the stream is opened all the way up to the Big Run where there is a parking, so we could have saved ourselves a few miles of out-n-back.  The out-n-back wasn’t bad though – we passed Gameland houses (empty), except for 1 where we saw 2 cars, a grassy field and some nice hemlock and spruce stand.
D60 – another parking.
203 – another parking.
206, 207 – falls.
208 – parking.
209 – parking and the side road that we took.
210 – Lewis Falls.  One of the best falls with a great swimming hole.  Also, a very shallow wading on a flat slab of rock.
211 – old chimney on the W. side and below it – a waterfall.
212- 213 – waterfalls
214 – a very pretty place and worth exploring which is what we did.   Waterfalls on both Quinn and Shanty Runs.  There were metal rods with white plastic pipes on both sides of the two runs.  I don’t know their meaning.  After finishing our bushwhack we started a steep ascent on the trail.  From there, we had a very steep drop to the creek and even though there were some more waterfalls, it was virtually impossible to climb down to them without ropes.  
215-216 – waterfalls that we saw from the road.  I am sure others exist.  215 is a point where the old trail on the map splits up.  We didn’t see anything, and either we missed it, or it was mapped wrong, or it got rerouted many many years ago.
217 – the good road that we were walking on slowly deteriorates into a barely visible trail.  There are some very old blazes, but the best ways to see is cuts of small branches on the trees and cuts of blowdowns.  This is a very wild forest.
219-222 – where we got lost and had to carefully look around.  My strategy was to stand at the last visible tree with the sawed-off branch and have Mike go in various directions which resembled the trail.
223- we reached the Sullivan Run now and from now on the trail is a  road easy to walk on except a few blowdowns.
224 – a good waterfall.  We are on the S side of the creek contrary to what the trace shows.
225-226 – falls.
230-232 – falls.  We went down some, but the grade was too steep for us to get to the falls.
233-234 – falls from the Brown’s book.  We didn’t have strength to see them.
235-238 – very nice place to go.  Good waterfall at 236 and then the creek bed goes on a flat rock and you can walk there as well.  Quite spectacular.  On 237 you can see the waterfall from the top, but it’s rather hard to go down, so we didn’t go to see it.
240-242– falls from the Brown’s book.  We didn’t have strength to see them.
250 – an easy stream crossing.  No wading necessary.
252 – we reached the gravel road.  It was in a very good shape.  There is a good parking here, and this is where we should have parked the car.
257 – another good parking.  This is where we decided to cross the stream.  I managed to cross it without wading.  There are actually 3 streams to cross – all near each other.
258 – where we reached the road.

04/19/2010
Driving Home
Shikllamy State Park and the Blue Hill Picnic Area
SF5 – The park was officially closed, so we parked at the closed gate and went up the road on foot.  The park is tiny.  It’s on a hill overlooking the junction of the Susquehanna River and its West Branch.  Great Views.  There is a red trail which forms a loop between 1 and 2 miles covering all the overlooks.  It’s very well blazed and the blowdowns were removed.  We did  part of it along the fence where the overlooks are.

Fort Hunter near Harrisburg.
SF6 – this is a little park with a mansion and a museum, some houses belonging to the mansion, playground.  Great views of the Susquehanna River.  Labeled old trees.  Benches to rest.

