Old Loggers Path

04/19_21/2009
Steve Weber, Terri Goldberg and me.

Spectacular place both in terms of vistas and waterfalls.  

The whole area is a net of logging roads from the 30’s.  

It doesn’t have the healthiest trees.  There are a lot of flowers: ramps, Dutchman’s britches, red trilliums, spring beauties to name a few.  Birds: lots of woodpeckers – constantly hear them, owls, small singing birds.
Old Loggers Path is very well blazed but poorly maintained.  The path goes on and off the old and new roads and trails, so one should constantly pay attention.

Lots of sources of water all along the trail.  Great campsites are also everywhere.

Saw Megan McGee and Dave Barndollar with a group of hikers.

Temperature-wise, we were in T-Shirts the whole two days.  This is the first week when the flies and mosquitoes are out in quantity.  Third day it was raining with a little bit of small hail and snow, with the temp. dropping to the upper 30s.
Waypoints:
SF – the official parking was over flown, and we parked the car near a hunting cabin.  A guy who claimed to the owner of the cabin told us it was OK.

10 – side tr. to what I think used to be a log loading station.  Now it’s just a little field with new growth outside of it.
12 – 13 – what used to be a lookout tower.  Now only the stone house is left.  It’s very pretty, but poorly maintained.

14 – 15 – blue side trail to a spectacular overlook.

18 – good camping spot.  This is where we saw Megan and Dave.

23 – Sharp Top Vista.  It’s on the paved rd.  Great overlook with a camp spot.

24 – where we left the road to go on the trail.  A little further on there is a pretty rock formation of what we call hearthstone rocks or stack rocks.
27 – 28 – side tr. to a very pretty overlook over the Pleasant Stream.  Eroded bank provides spectacular view of the stream.

29 – stream crossing.  Wading required.  Lots of camping spots and lots of campers.

30 – Our first camping spot.  Great place.  Even though the road is close it’s not visible since it’s way up the mountain.  There was no traffic.

31 – car camping spot for RVs and hunters.  Here the trail starts going up the mountain.  Lots of good camping spots along the Long Run.

34 – Crandalltown trail continues here, while OLP veers left.  Next time continue straight and explore the area.  Seems like there may be a ghost town there.   Here we started walking on an old trail, not part of the OLP.
35 – this trail merges with another trail.  ~1/4 mi. before this point we saw power and CATV line.  We were in a hurry, but it would be interesting to see where it was going.

36 – 37 – on the way back we made a mistake and took this stretch.  I was glad I figured out we were on the wrong path early enough.
38 – trail splits up.  One section goes up to the ridge which we didn’t take, the other goes down the mountain.  At one point it was a good forest road.  Being very steep it was easy to follow.

39 – here I confused the Lycoming Creek with the Rock Run which we wanted to follow.  So when I saw the town of Ralston, I decided to trace back to avoid going through town.  Half way down the 38 – 39 stretch, we saw a very interesting outcropping on the opposite mountain.  it looked like a house with a roof and then like a bridge.  Would be interesting to explore this mountain if it’s not private.  Google Maps doesn’t show any trails there, just 2 roads down the mountain.
40 – large outcropping on the S.  I don’ know if offers good views or not, but it’s worth exploring.
41 – where OLP comes to our road.  Contrary to what the Topo! sais, this road is not drivable.
42 – little boxed spring.

43 – closed gate w. the sign Crandalltown and a good road there after.  Google Maps shows a lot of evergreens there.  Maybe there are houses?

45 – great camping spot.

46 – another great camping spot – where we spent the second night.  It started raining early in the morning and continued the whole day.  There was a little bit of small hail and snow but not much.  The temperature dropped from above 60 to below 40.
47 – blue tr. to the best overlook for the trip.  I went down on the rocks and scared away a big turkey vulture.  Under the rock on top is some Indian things which somebody put for his dead friend or relative.

48 – 49  another one of many pipeline crossings.  Throughout the trip the pipeline was clean of trees, blowdowns, the grass was cut.  It would be interesting to go from here to the mountain lake.
51 – postfactum pt.  Once we exited the road I didn’t notice us making the U-turn.  Maybe because it was raining all day.

52 – postfactum pt.  Int. with one of many loggers paths.
53 – small waterfall

54 – 20ft waterfall.  Very beautiful.  Requires a strenuous down and uphill off the trail.  Swimming hole is ~100 ft below it.

56 – int. with the Rock Run.  Very pretty area.  Explore it next time extensively using the Mitchell’s book.  Yellow Dog Run goes on a flat rock slab here which is very pretty.  Rock Run is in a very narrow rocky slot canyon and sometimes on slabs of rock as well.  We waded Yellow Dog Run which wasn’t hard.
57 – 58 – overgrown but passable loggers path.  57 is where the bank became too steep and we had to climb up.
59 – a very large swimming hole, where you can actually swim with a gravel beach unfortunately on the other side of the Rock Run.
60 – int. with the Hawk Run.  Large but not very exciting sliding waterfall.  House nearby.  On our side there is an overlook of the falls with a camping spot.  Very steep climb after this for a while on a narrow trail.

63 – somewhere after this point we lost the trail and reached the Ellenton Rd. a little father than where we should have.  
65 – where the OLP reaches the Rd.  To the SW of this pt. there are a lot of trails, some at least blazed blue to the old logging town.  Explore next time.

66 – between this pt. and Masten there are a lot of old trails to explore as well.

67 – below this pt. is a huge camping spot of what used to be the CCC camp.
