Standing Stone Trail - 1000Steps

Bridget McCasker leading for the Mountain Club Of Maryland

01/26/2008
Guide Book: The Link Trail Guide, 3d edition.  Keystone Trail Association, 2006. (The Link Tr. is now called The Standing Stone Trail).
http://www.hike-sst.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_Stone_Trail 
http://www.pahikes.com/trails/standingstone01.asp 
Waypoints:
SF – small parking off the highway.

01 – start of the trail.

02 – start of the stairs, int. w. the Standing Stone Tr.  Old water collection structure, reportedly poisoned with PCB.  Board with description of the 1000 steps area.
03 – 08 – little flat areas without steps.  Side trails may have been there where the stone was taken out.  Some nice views.
09 – tr. int.

10 – great overlook.  Supposedly there is another overlook a little further away.

11 – old stone house.  Lots of graffiti.

12 – probably the best overlook of the hike with views over the Juniata River and 3 ranges to the south-west

16 – another great overlook
17 – we left the Standing Stone Trail at the relay towers and started walking down on the gravel road.

18 – we had lunch at the porch of a hunters lodge and then followed an old trail into the woods to the east almost immediately after the house.

19 – road int.

20 – road int.

50 – Buchanan State Park – a little stone pyramid near a spring – the place where Buchanan was born.  I visited this place on the way home.

There were several families or Russians who immigrated to the Union Town in the 1920s.  They built an Orthodox Church or St. Peter and Paul: http://www.oca.org/DIRlisting.asp?SID=9&KEY=OCA-EP-UNDSPP – they call the town Uniondale, which is incorrect.
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