Susquehanna River Overlooks: Chickies Rock – Turkey Hill

09/16/2010

Jack and me scouting.

On I-83 stop at the PA Visitors Center/Rest Area on the border w. PA., which we did and got a lot of useful info.

We happened to stumble upon the most spectacular car show of antique cars I’ve ever seen: Annual Founders Tour.  F.A.R.T.S.  – Friends of Ancient Road Transportation.  “Fahrten und Reisen durch Pennsylvania”.  September 12- 18, 2010.  Not surprisingly, because the cars are extremely rare and expensive, I couldn’t find any information about this event on the web when I came home.  We saw a huge number of antique Chevrolets in one place and unique cars like Rolls Royce and Locomobiles near the Watch and Clock Museum.

Waypoints:
VC - Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center.  Very worth stopping by on the way.  Has info about outfitters, museums, etc.  Linden Street, Columbia, PA.  717-684-5249 445

Chickies Rock Co. Park
CR1 – I missed the obvious parking and we proceeded to this point.  It’s a shabby area with some business surrounded by a lot of dumped garbage.  Lots of place for parking.  This is the start of the Susquehanna  Heritage Tr., which we didn’t take.  Do it next time.  We also didn’t do the tr. on the E. side of the main rd.  Do it next time.
CRP – Chickies Rock Parking.  The main trail used to be a tramway tr., so it’s very easy to go on.  
CR2 – CR5 – side tr. – well blazed.
CRO – Great overlook of the 90 deg. bend of the Sq. River.  It expands beyond the official designation and is worth exploring next time.
BVO – Breezy View Overlook.  Can drive up to it.  Picnic table and gazebo.  Good overlook.  Saw young bald eagle w. a spotting scope.

HG – Hermansader's Victorian Mansion & Art Gallery; 420 Chestnut St., Columbia, PA 17512; (717) 684-7899 Email: info@hermansadersartgallery.com – one of the most spectacular buildings I’ve seen.  The whole street has wonderful buildings.  http://www.hermansadersartgallery.com/ .
WC  - National Watch and Clock Museum – superb exhibition.  Highly recommend.

BR – Blue Rock.  The whole project of creating parks and trails near the Lower Sq. R. is still in its infancy.  Blue Rock is an attempt to create museums from an old barn(BR1) and mill(BR2).  Both buildings are opened only by appointment, so we only saw them from the outside.   BR is a large parking.
BR3 – a private boat docking on the other side of the RR.  Good views of the Sq. R.

THF – Turkey Hill Factory.  We were looking for the Turkey Hill Tr. Parking, but missed it and found the Turkey Hill Dairy Farm Factory.  They don’t have tours or sampling, but plan to open a visitors center next year in Columbia, PA.  Also we found out that several huge windmill power plants are being built on the top of the Turkey Hill.

THP – Turkey Hill Parking – good parking off the road for about 5 cars.  This area is for hunting as well as hiking M-Sat and on Sun there is no hunting.  We were coming back late and there were 2 trucks with kids probably smoking something, since they almost immediately left when we returned to the car. 
There is the RR pretty close to the river, the cut for the power line goes next with the uncut grass and the trail is half way up the slope of the mtn.
TH1 – start of the main tr.  It’s not in a good shape – slippery and steep at times.  It goes through the middle of the mountain.
TH2 – river.  Fire ring.
TH3 – bridge – the tr. goes under it and continues to the car along the creek, but we didn’t take it.
TH4 – overlook.  Not a clear one, but good nevertheless.
TH5 – overlook and an unmarked trail up.
TH6 – we reached the peak and went back.  Before going back I climbed up the ridge.  Very shortly I reached a grassy field and an area surrounded by the fence to the future windmill power station.  Some road is nearby – apparently to the construction.  There is a new construction of the other windmill(s) further away.  Next time start from the other end of the tr. and go to this pt.





