Cedar Run – Old Rag Fire Rd.

Me substituting for William and Jack. 01.11.02

15.5 mi.  3536’ gain.

Rt. 600, White Oak Canyon Parking.

White Oak Canyon Tr. (blue),  0.1 mi.

Turn left on Cedar Run Tr. (blue), 2.7 mi.

!!!If the water is too high, we take the White Oak Canyon Tr. – White Oak Canyon Fire Rd. instead!!!

2 stream crossings, second one is a double stream crossing.  Not too bad.  A few swimming holes – the highest one (probably) has a slide.  The trail uphill is tough, but less than the Doubletop.  Very traveled Road.

Turn left on Skyland – Big Meadows Horse Tr. (yellow) right before the Skyline Dr. (map 2), 1.2 mi

Yellow tr. – very poorly blazed, but obvious – wide road.  I was afraid to miss the turn, but it’s obvious – the first has a cut to view the Old Rag – that’s where you turn and go up to the Skyline Dr. and then left on it to the parking.  The whole road was deeply covered with snow.

Turn right to Skyline Dr., turn right on Skyline Dr., walk ~100 yards, and turn left to the and Upper Hawksbill Tr. (blue), Tr. joins 4WD Rd. Turn Right.  Go to the Byrd’s Nest 2 shelter and Hawksbill Peak, 1.2 mi

Trail is obvious – starts from the parking lot.  Several overlooks along the way.  Interesting trees.  360 deg.  view.  

Return from the Peak on the Salamander Tr. (blue).  The trail curves to the right, 0.8 mi., 

Optional climb to the Naked Top (not on the map).

Salamander Tr. starts at the Byrd’s Nest 2 shelter and initially goes along the right drop of the mtn.  Naked Top Tr. was covered with snow and we decided against it.  The ground was covered with snow and we were unable to see the old trail, but it’s pretty obvious, because the trees are sparse there.  AT intersection is obvious, but not the direction to go on it.

Turn right on the AT (white), 1.4 mi.

Covered with deep Snow.  Very good view on the rocks of the Hawksbill and down at the valley and Massanutten mtn.

At Skyline Dr. mi. 44.5 (Crescent Rock overlook, Crescent Rock Tr.) turn right to the Skyline Dr. Optional climb to the Betty’s Rock.  Turn left on Skyline Dr., walk ~100 yards and turn right on Crescent Rock Tr.(blue), 1.2 mi.

Didn’t do the Betty’s Rock.  Started doing it, came to a good overlook and went back – no time.  Betty’s rock tr. is the way to get to the Skyline from AT.  Turn left on the Skyline, walk a little, and the Crescent Rock tr. will be on the right.

Turn right on Timberlost Tr. (map 3), 0.3 mi

Tr. is heavily traveled.  Designed for the handicapped.  Very careful!  A lot of side trails.

Turn right on Old Rag Fire Road.  !!!At 0.5 mi on that rd. keep left!!!  Watch for the pond and the park service station, 2.0 mi.

Couldn’t find the pond, but saw 2 houses belonging to the park, where they research animal life.

Turn left on Corbin Hollow Tr. (blue). (map 1), 2.0 mi.

Skipped this part – too late.

Turn right on Weakley Hollow Fire Rd. (yellow) which becomes Berry Hollow Fire Rd. (yellow)(after the intersection w. the Old Rag Fire Rd.) all the way to the cars. 1.1+1.7 mi.

Turned on Berry Hollow Rd. And went to the cars.  The last 2 legs were long and easy downhill 4WD roads.  Boring, except for the streams.  Passed the Berry Hollow Parking (I think that’s what it’s called).  All the parking spots in that area require $5 entrance fee.  Skyline Dr. was opened today.

