Millers Head -  Timber Hollow Waterfall Bushwhack
Jack and me scouting.

02/05/2006
Waypoints:
SF – Start Finish.  Skyland entrance road was closed from both sides and  we stopped at a large parking before the gate.

01  - turn here.

02 – Millers Head Trail starts here.

03 – Bushytop.  Good overlook.

04 – Millers Head Overlook.  A solid stone with cement structure.

05 – start of the Bushwhack.

06 –  crossed an old wagon road going towards the SLD.

07 – || -
08 – we originally thought that that’s where the upper waterfall was, but at that point the water was running under the stones if that (right after a heavy rain the previous day we couldn’t hear anything under the rocks).  After spending a lot of time with the map we decided to go over the hill.

09 – crossing the hill we found a much better stream.  A decent old wagon road went up and down along its bed.  Should explore it in the future.  We climbed a little up and then went back.
10 – right above the junction of he first sort-of-creek and our active creek on our creek there is a beautiful small sliding fall with a lot of moss.

11 – the first real falls.  Large sliding falls.
12 – lower falls.  Sliding falls again, with lesser angle.

50 – 57 – possible route up to the AT.  Both will lead to the AT at its lowest points in this stretch.

13 – old wagon rd. going to private property.  There is a motion sensor on a tree below and a hunting stand further down.  A lot of deer tracks.  Lots of bear signs.  From that point on till w.p. 15 – strenuous bushwhacking, sometimes through Mtn. Laurel, sometimes through thorny bushes, sometimes on rock slides.
15 – 16 – very long old large stone fences.  Still in good shape.  I am guessing they were to raise pigs on acorns.  Questions are where was the water access and where were the trees?  Definitely go there again!!!
17 – started walking along an old trail up the creek.  Lots of old stone fences and other constructions.  
18 – Old stone Chimney.  Spiral copper pipe from the moonshining days nearby.  Crossed the creek and went to the road along the other creek.  The road is in a rather good shape with few blowdowns.

19 – The road started to deteriorate and we returned.

20 – Another road going up the hill, now overgrown with Mtn. Laurel.

22 – a little waterfall.

23 – Official Timber Hollow Waterfall.  Is located in a narrow valley hidden from the top view.  Consists of 2 falls in a narrow corridor.  There is a swimming hole below the bottom one.  It’s very hard to get to it, other than walking through the water.  Climbing up from these falls, there are many more smaller falls, still relatively large.  
24 –  One of the smaller falls.

25 – there were too many blowdowns and we started climbing off the creek.  From this point on the climb was very steep till we reached the AT.

26 – we reached some trail which I thought was the Timber Hollow Tr., but it wasn’t.  The trail had a lot of blowdowns and we went on and off on it.  
27 – 28 postfactum pts.  28 was a relatively large road.  From this point on it became very windy and cold (my water battle froze almost completely).
29 – int. w. AT.

30 – int. w. SLD.

31 – Taylor Cemetery.  3 1-year-old infants are berried there.   It’s right off SLD.

Conclusion:

Rather strenuous but rewarding hike.  It would be interesting to explore all the old settlements down in the bottom of Timber Hollow (it’s strange that no artifacts remain on the ground there) as well as the old wagon roads.  In addition, it would be interesting to find the shortest and easiest bushwhack to the Miller’s Head Falls.
