Red Gate Fire Rd – Big Fill Hollow Falls

Jack scouting w. Dave Wilcox and me.

01/08/2005

Cold front was starting to go through the area.  Some times it was very warm, sometimes- extremely cold and windy.

We saw a wild turkey on the way to the trailhead.

Waypoints:

SF – parked at the Fishers Gap overlook.

01 – descended along the fire road to this point.  There is an old overgrown wagon road going to the village below.  Instead of taking it, we bushwhacked straight to the falls – relatively easy downhill terrain.

02 – putty root orchid (with leaves green in the winter and then flowers blooming when the leaves are gone).

03 – waterfall itself – 2 stages.  It goes on a rock.  It is not very high.  The rock it goes on is black and has a very peculiar shape – reminded me of “Apache” helicopter’s front.

04 – house foundation.  Followed an old wagon road up the stream which we mistakenly thought was Big Fill Hollow.

05 – another old homestead – right on the creek.

06 – where the old wagon rd. ended and we realized it wasn’t our creek.  There was a creek going to the right of ours, we went along it for a bit, but decided to go back.

07 – a waterfall that is not on the map on the Big Fill Hollow.  Relatively small.

08 – old house foundation.  

09 – from 08 to 09 we followed an old wagon rd. which ended at this pt.  From there we bushwhacked to the fire road, which was pretty hard because of the mtn. laurel, a boggy stream crossing and some steep sections of uphill-downhill.

10 – where we reached the fire road.

