Red Gate Fire Road – AT Around Big Meadows.

12.15.2002

12.21 mi, 1980’ gain

Leader: Ted Fryberger

Other People: Tim Saunders, Russ and me.

The Skyline was closed today and we had to climb from the bottom.   All the park roads and trail are covered with thick snow with ice crust.  Some of it is very slippery.  Very hard to go uphill.

Waypoints:

SF  - Start/Finish of the hike - Red Gate Fire Road gated entrance.  No official parking, but 3 – 4 cars can park on the shoulders.

W01, W02  - creek crossing.  All crossings are piped.

04  - on the way back nice shortcut to W02.

W03 – W05  - creek crossings.

05  - gated intersection w. the AT and Skyline Dr.

06  - signpost.

W06 – W08  - creek.  W06 – W07  - creek crossings.  W08 – a spring that forms the creek.  Another spring is a little further away.

07  - int. w. Lewis Springs Fall Tr.

08  - overlook.  Before that saw a buck w. one stag sitting in the snow eating grass.  Several 2-3 story buildings along the road.

