Rose River – Big Meadows – Upper Dark Hollow
03/29/2009
Jack, Steve and Terri scouting with me.
Bushwhack along the Rose River to see its falls.  Finished the hike an hour after darkness.

Waypoints:

SF – right after parking there are 2 tiny trails to the Big Tom, one newer and the other overgrown old.  May be interesting to climb them sometime.

02 – 025 – Cem03 – postfactum points.  An old trail to an old cemetery.  Check out next time.

027 – postfactum points.  Remnants of a house according to the Topo map.  Check out next time.

06 – tip of the largest turn on the road.  This is an old road.  

07 – nice large waterfall with a swimming hole

08 – a waterfall next to a big hanging rock.  Not very large.  Swimming hole.
11 – official place for the waterfalls.  They are not there.
13 – wanted to test my theory that if the big boulders are going up the mountain, there is a waterfall below.  Point 07 had this property.  Here we had rapids on point 14 but nothing major.

15 – very pretty sliding fall on the tributary of the Rose River.

16 – 2 minor falls w. swimming holes.

165 – waterfall right before this point.  Here we crossed the river and continued on the other side.  The old road appeared and disappeared.

17 – we crossed the Rose River right before Hogcamp Branch merges with it.
18 – We reached the rose River Loop Tr.  Right before it there is a good camping spot.

19 – the bushwhack start on the old trail.
20 – bridge and the copper mine.

21 – Rose River Falls.  Very high falls with a swimming hole.  2 Falls right next to each other – top is very pretty drop, bottom is a slide, which is very tall.  There is an unofficial trail going down to the bottom of the falls to the swimming hole.

22 – Sharp turn.  Used to be a T-int.  PATC map shows another waterfall on the tributary of the Rose River on the continuation of this trail.  Next time try to bushwhack there.

23 – T-int. w. the horse Tr., which we followed all the way to Big Meadows.

24 – 29 – same horse tr.

30 – Store.

61 – 70 – converted from Google Earth – the actual edge of the forest.

70 – 75 – a field.  What is it?
76 – 86 – Gravel storage place and maybe something else.  Explore later. Again the curve shows Google Earth open Field.  We saw two roads coming in and out, but no open areas.

36 – int. w. Mill Prong Horse Tr.

37 – int. w. power line.

97 – following down the pipeline, there was a Community School according to Mapsource.

38 – int. w. Stony Mtn. Tr.

39 – int. w. the Upper Dark Hollow Horse Tr. which we took.  It’s right before the power line int.

395 – somewhere around this point is a little field and a tiny trail going up the Doubletop.  Would be interesting to try to trace it some time.

40 – continuation of the Dark Hollow Tr.  The actual road continues to the Meadows Cabin Parking.

90 – 92 – old trails – would be interesting to scout.

41 – somewhere around here we waded the Dark Hollow Branch 2 times.  Stretch from pt. 40 to 05 is a rather steep downhill with several blowdowns.
95 – On Mapsource this is shown as Dark Hollow Church.  Check it out sometime.
96 – Cave/Cemetery is shown on the PATC map there.  Check it out some time.
