Doubletop Side Trails

Scouting to map the trails for the new PATC map 10.

04/28/2003

Mike Fischetti, Tolya, Jack and me.

14 mi, 5475’ gain..

Waypoints:

SF  - the parking at the lodge on top of the hill to the left.

01  - turn to the OHV trail going up.

P01  - first peak of the Doubletop

02  - side tr. to the bottom.  Big mark as an arrow carved in the wood.  It’s on the opposite side of the tree from where we are walking.  There are several carved marks on the trees along this trail down.  The trail is easy to see.  It’s very steep.

03  - the tr. changes to the OHV road.

04, 05 – intersections w. side tr. We didn’t pursue them.  Probably short tr. to the campsites.

06  - our road intersects with the tr. around the mountain and goes with it for a short time.  

07  - The road goes further down.  We took the tr.  There are plastic square marks for the horses on the trail.  Right now we are on #15.  !!!Check out if there are maps for this tr. system!!!

W01 – intersection w. a creek.  Looks like it’s the bottom of the mtn.

08  - an overlook on the N side.  Very beautiful.  Can see the red roof of the PATC cabin.

09-10  - a steep shortcut side tr. 

11  - int. w. the OHV tr. down to the Rapidan river which we took.

12  - int. w. the campsite on the right and there is a tr. going up from there.

13  - long ago abandoned tr., going up the mtn. along the streambed.

W02  - stream crossing.

14  - power line int.

15  - the tr. reaches the Rapidan River.

16  - the tr. joins the Rapidan Fire Rd.  Initially the Rapidan Fire Rd. is on the other side of the river, but at this point it crosses it over a good wooden bridge.  A lot of campsites at this point.

17  - int. w. power line.

18  - int. Palatini and Nolen Tr.

19  - int. Palatini Tr. w. a good tr. on the left side and a very unobvious tr. on the right.  Also the end of the OHV rd. and the start of the tr.   On this tr. a lot of trees have crosses and other ax or saw made marks.

20  - a lot of trees w. line cuts and cross cuts. Further at the rock slide take a left.

21  - int. w. the ridgeline Doubletop Tr.  There is a carved exclamation mark on the other side of the tr.  It’s right below the mtn. w. the cave.

P05  - a very beautiful overlook on top of the western terminus of the Doubletop Tr.

