All the Peaks  of the Doubletop Hike.

12.21.2002.

Tania, Matthew and me scouting.

Driving pretty straightforward – see my directions.  Saw “Jack’s house” – full of trash.  A dude in khaki was doing smth. there. (as of 06/03/2009 this house is gone)
The weather was very warm throughout the day.  Last week the whole park was covered with thick snow and ice, now it’s all gone.  Very strong and cold eastern wind on the western slope and a little snow there.  

Parking: called Graves Mtn. lodge the night before and they told me that I can park for the day there, as long as I put a sign in the car saying that I’m gone hiking.  Park on the top left corner, where the 1st lodge is.  There is a trail head sign right there.

Waypoints:

SF  - the start of the hike.  Graves Mtn. Lodge.  Top left corner.  Trailhead sign.

01  - int. w. the horse tr. – wide road, also suitable for 4WD.  Turn left on it.

02  - int. w. the tr. to the peaks of the Doubletop.  Is a 4WD road for the ~1st mi. 

Two miles extremely steep uphill.

P01  - first peak w/o a saddle after.  2000’.  A small outcropping to the right w. Old Rag views.  Short after that there is a mall loop (use “magnify 400%” option)  (me climbing on top of the peak).

03  - what looks like Jack’s trail, very unobvious, and maybe not it at all.   I cut a little bit of bark on the tree to the right of it and put 3 dots in a circle with a knife.

Right after it there is a short steep uphill and leveling down for a little bit after it.

04  - second peak w/o a saddle after right before this pt.  At this pt. there is an outcropping with a great view on the left.

P03  - highest peak on this ridge.  Some rock scrambling.  After that the trail is hard to find and is overgrown with thorny bushes.  Few meaningless waypoints not to get lost.

07  - int. w. the wagon rd. (Will Height Wagon Rd.)

08  - my outcropping a little to the left and down of the intersection.  The wind was too strong for us to stay there for lunch.  Can see the Radio Towers almost all the time all the way on the ridge.  Went back to the intersection and followed the wagon rd.  the tr. goes off the wagon rd. to keep on the rocky ridge.  Sometimes it’s very overgrown with bushes, sometimes involves rock scrambling.

09  - the outcropping with a campfire place on the right.  Very good view of the Old Rag and the red roof of the PATC hut.  Shortly after that a side tr. on the left – probably the old wagon rd. avoiding rocks.

10  - the overlook after which the trail goes vertically down on the left.  Place where I thought the blue blaze would start.

P07  - another peak and overlook.

11  - very small cave.  The entrance is on the left side of the rd. and faces north.

12  - int. w. a small tr. on the left, maybe the old wagon rd., according to the USGS map – int. w. the tr. going to the Rapidan fire rd.

13  - another small tr. on the right.

P08  - an almost 360o overlook with views of the radio towers and PATC hut.  Right before that is the end of the blue-blazed newly build Doubletop Tr.  It goes down very steeply and initially is very rocky.  Well blazed.  Saw Jack’s “snake skins”.  

21  - tr. joins the old 4WD road overgrown w. thorny bushes.

22 –23  - instead of taking switchback to 22, went on straight down –23.

24  - tr. ends.  We came to the road where there are a lot of intersection.  One goes down to the cars (Rt. 648) along the beautiful creek.  One goes to the PATC hut, the rest go to the houses on private property.

Passed 2 angry dogs, which we saw last time.

25  - Rose River Winery.  Testing, tables, beautiful.  Before that there is a pond where you can fish for a charge. (As of  06/03/2009 the winery is gone, their web site sais they have peach wine and peach gathering and paid trout fishing)
26  - Strother Run joins the Rose River right before the bridge (1966).  Right after the bridge T-intersection with Rt. 670.  There is a trail on top of T-intersection going on the Graves Mtn.

27  - Graves Mtn. Lodge restaurant.  2 working vending machines and reclining chairs.  Perfect for relaxing at the end of the hike.  

General store in Syria was opened when we were coming back.

