Doubletop South and Chapman Mountain
09/08/2002

Total Dist: 11.32 mi; Gain: soft: 3229’, watch: 3220’

My second hike was cancelled, because nobody showed up.  Jack and me substituted it with the Doubletop Mtn. scout hike.

Driving: Quaker Run, RT 670, 672, 649

 SF: The off road drive to this waypoint is good ONLY for 4WD with high clearing.

 01: ( w. power line.  We are on the old 4wd road.

 02, 03, 04: (  w. dry creeks.

 04: 4wd road becomes a hiking trail.

 05: ( w. a very steep road going up for the 4wd.

 06: ( w. a 4wd/horse road, going up and down along a very deep and rocky sometimes creek bed.

 07: another (, where we take a left turn.

 08: a point where we decided to go back on the road || to the river bed to the top of it to find the trail that crosses it.  Didn’t find the trail.

 09: the 4wd/horse road stops abruptly, no trail up.  Went down the road along the creek bed.

 10: turned left on the side trail (minor horse trail – much narrower).  The major horse trail continues going down.

 11: Intersection with the dried creek.  Compare coordinates w. the PATC map.

 12: just like WP 10, turned left on the side trail (minor horse trail – much narrower).  The major horse trail continues going down.

 13: ( w. a half-dead creek.

 14: ( w. a horse trail, and we turn left, up.

 15: ( w. a dry creek.  Huge maple tree near it.  Extremely big and old.

 16: passed through an old rusted gate w. signs for horses.

 17: passed through another old rusted gate, this one is permanently closed and the trail up is also blocked by a tree, so that the horses cannot go through.  We took the trail up.

 18: a deep-bed dry creek w. overlooks of the villages below.

 19: ( w. a good old road (circuit trail to the lodge) w. an old sign: “old peach orchard” and the “lodge” – going down east, and the road we came from is leading to the Chapman Mtn., Lucy Falls and Hoover camp.  Here is where I would start a hike to get done with the uphill in the beginning.

Saw a thick rat snake – 3-4’ long. (Rat snakes have an oval shape crossection, not round, the body is black, similar to the ones we saw on the Green Ridge trail).

 20: ( w. the gravel road going up very steeply.  We took it and were going uphill steeply for 2¼ mi.

 21: 1st peak of the Double Top Mtn.   Although the map shows it as peak, there is no saddle and it’s not obvious.  Going on a narrow ridge from now on with good views of the valleys on both sides.

 22: 2d peek of the Double Top Mtn.  No saddle either.  Good views.  2d lunch spot.  Couldn’t find the side trail going down.

 23: the highest peak of the Double Top Mtn. on this ridge.  From WP 23 to WP 26 the road is almost completely overgrown, and is very hard to find.  A lot of thorny bushes.  Need a machete, or cutting tool.

 24: the lowest point of the saddle – (w. another overgrown hard to find connector trail.

 25: another peak, this one distinct.

 26: took a sharp left turn.  The road is a man made old wagon road, stones (gravel) maintain the flat level.  It’s called Will Height Wagon Road.

 27: Very nice big flat outcropping, on which you can go down all the way.  Gives an un obscured views of the relay towers and the Fork Mtn.  Nice place to have lunch.

 28: ( w. the 4WD road coming from the bottom, going up steeply.

 29: ( w. the connector trail (see WP 24).  After this point for 2 miles there are several areas overgrown with 7’ <grass> w. thorny <> around it.  Have to have a machete or a cutting tool and thick leather gloves.  A lot of Poison Ivy with very big leaves.

 30: !!! overgrown trail.  You have a tendency to go strait but should make a left turn here.

Saw the Garter Snake.  Was sitting on the road.  Very beautiful skin.  1’ long,  Red tong.

31: ( w. power lines.  Saw elderberries – eatable, didn’t try. 

32: ( w. 4WD road to the cars, took right, ~0.3 mi to cars.

Drove to the Grave Mtn. Lodge.

