Powell Mtn Tr. Meadows School Tr. Rapidan Camp GPS

11/15/2003

Jack and William leading

Waterfall hike.

My most favorite hike of the year.  Best off-trail waterfalls I’ve seen so far.

People:

Jack, William,  Olivia, Dave Wilcox, Nick and Mary-Ann Boyer, Richard and Sybille Stromberg, Mike Fischetti, Tolya, Weiming.

Waypoints:

SF – Skyline Dr. – western side parking, space for many cars. Start on AT.

01 – BM 3467

P1 – Hazeltop, 3812

02 – int. w. Laurel Prong Tr.

03 – int. AT, Conway River Rd. and Skyline Dr.  Walked on Skyline Dr.

04 – left Skyline Dr. to the Powell Mtn. Tr.  It starts at an overlook with a grassy field below Skyline Dr.  The tr. almost immediately turns left, which is not marked.  First blazes appear on the trees when entering the forest.

05 – first blazes.

06 – start of the bushwhack.

8, 9 – upper and middle falls of the Big Creek.  Great views.  The upper has deeper swimming hole than the middle.  The eastern side of the upper waterfall has a beautiful outcropping.

10 – the lower falls.  Very beautiful views.  

11 – very beautiful waterfall, which we hardly saw because we crossed the creek on top of it.

12 – same as waypoint 11 – crossing a creek that leads to a waterfall.

13 – int. w. Meadow School Rd.

14 – int. w. Skyline Dr.  Almost immediately turn right and down.

15 – int. w. AT which we took.

16 – int. w. Bearfence Tr. which we took.  

17 – AT Cutoff.

18 – nice rock climbing.  Very beautiful views from the rocks.

19 – AT int.

20 – Laurel Prong Tr. curves to the left.  Cat Knob Tr. in upfront.  We stay on the Laurel Prong Tr. 

21 – int. w. Fork Mtn. Tr.  It started getting dark at this pt.

22 – Camp Hoover.

23 – Big Rock Falls.

Next time:

Go below the waypoint 10.  See if there is another fall.

Check the waterfall we missed that is on the map.

Check the waterfalls 11 and 12 from the bottoms.

Using the compass tool draw lines to the Doubletop, Jones and Fork Mtn.  Try to identify them from w.p. 16+ and 18 .

