 “The Peak” – Big Devils Stairs – Gravel Springs Hut
12.07.2002  
Was supposed to lead the hike to the Buzzard Tr. as a co-leader with Gary, but he had to go on business to Orlando, Florida and asked me to substitute.  It snowed 4 days before it and I wrote a very scary description of the hike.  Only Krista Waibel showed up and we did “The Peak” scouting instead of the planned hike.

Most of the hike was on the untouched snow (about ½ ft. high), although some trails were scouted by skiers.  Saw a lot of deer and bear tracks, especially on the Peak.  

It’s very important to waterproof the boots before the hike like that (which I forgot to do) and wear gaiters.  Also, plan to do not more than 10 miles/day!!!

Because of my misunderstanding of the GPS receiver at the time of the hike the whole trace is spoiled and only the waypoints remain.  Initially, I didn’t take waypoints, because I took them scouting the first ~5 miles with Scott Wilson (see the previous hike), the Bluff Tr. is pretty wide and obvious to the Big Devils Stairs and then we were racing all the way to the cars.  The trace includes the old waypoints, expected waypoints and the actual hike waypoints.  The hike waypoints will have the letter C in front of them.  

13  - side tr. to the hunter’s shelter with a pond.

01, 02  - park boundary.

W01  - the creek crossing with an old construction (probably a mill) base.

03  - intersect. w. “the Peak” tr.

05  - the “noose” of the loop of “the Peak” tr.

C05  - the highest pt. of “the Peak” where there is a fallen tree to seat and have a lunch.

06  - split of the trail, where you have to go down to reach the old wagon road to complete the loop; and straight to reach the overlook (in the bushes).

C06  - the overlook in the bushes, from which one can see a big section of the Blue Ridge Mtns.

W02  - the intersection of the tr. with the old wagon rd.  A spring going to the W01 is starting here under a huge rock.  A huge tree is grabbing this rock, and another tree is grabbing growing from this rock above.  Both pretty impressive.

W02 – C07 – C08 – 05  - old wagon rd.  A lot of fallen trees, a lot of thorny bushes.

C09  - int. w. the Bluff tr.  The Bluff Tr. is not steep at all and is easy to fallow.

C11  - small but prominent spring crossing.

Saw a woodpecker.

C16  - a post with a side tr. to the Big Devils Stairs; 1.7 mi. to the Gravel Spring hut; Mt. Marshall Tr. – 2.1 mi;  .  The tr. is on the right of the stairs and is surrounded by pines.  There is a small campsite at the entrance.  You don’t see the stairs for about a quarter of a mile.  Gorgeous overlooks of the Big Devil’s Stairs later on.  The trail goes on the edge of a dead drop and shouldn’t be done when it’s wet.

C17  - the place where we stopped to go back.  It was dangerous to go further down and we didn’t have time.

17  - theoretically that’s where the trail is supposed to end.

C18  - the first in a series of streams that create the Big Devils Stairs, crossing.

C19  - sign post – intersection w. Harris Hollow Tr. – on part goes to the AT, and we went to the RT622.  There is a shortcut that skips the Gravel Springs Hut and the spring.  The trail before and right after that point is poorly marked and well overgrown probably due to the nearby spring.  There is another intersection with a post that leads to the hut, after which the trail goes gradually down.

19 – 20 – C20  - Road leading to a lot of houses.  Well maintained and wide for 2 cars.  Private property and no parking on the sides.  Houses are strong and some are new.

Eventually, it became dark and cold.  And we reached the cars.

