The Peak

11.23.2002

Scott Wilson and me scouting

8.45mi, 2556’ gain
Only I showed up on this hike.  Scott advertised it as a scouting hike, which probably caused people not to come.  In spite of the weather report, the day was clear and almost always sunny, though windy and a little cold in the morning.

Driving: we cam from Warrenton RT211 and the town of Washington.

SF  - Start-Finish.  The trailhead at the same time is the entrance to the private property.  There is an arrow sign on the tree giving the direction of the trail.  The Mt. Marshall Tr. is a wide horse tr. relatively steeply going up.  Yellow blazes – very few.

01  - benchmark – survey mark, but couldn’t find the actual benchmark.

After the waypoint there is a mid - sized field on private property with cut grass.

02  - a very old gate, almost completely destroyed, a new post with the following info:  Mt. Marshall Tr.; Bluff Tr. 1.6 mi.; St. RT625 .6 mi.; Jordan River Tr. 1.2 mi.  Same Place is the Park Boundary.

W01  - reliable very small stream going through the rocks.  Some old stone construction on the right side of the creek on the road.

03  - Post.  Mt. Marshall Tr. int. w. Jordan River Tr. (start); Bluff Tr. 0.4 mi.; Park Boundary 1.3 mi.;

On the Jordan River between the Jordan River Tr. and the Mt. Marshall Tr. further down the road there is a waterfall which is very hard to get to according to the Waterfalls Book (see description) and is not worth doing.  We  didn’t do it.

There is a bitten-up benchmark with a sign post ~ 50’ before the junction.

About 30’ before it there is the trailhead to the Peak Tr.  It’s on the left of a thick tree and is obvious to see.  The first 4 – 5 blazes (blue) of the Peak Tr. are removed, the rest of the tr. is well blazed.  It seems that a lot of people go there on a regular basis, because the trail is not overgrown although intuitive at times.

04  - What we mistakenly took for a junction, where the loop ends, but is just a side tr.  Use magnification 400 when looking on this tr. w. Topo!.  Try to follow it next time for 15 minutes.  From the Bluff Tr. later on we saw an outcropping, which may be a beautiful overlook, possibly on this tr.  The actual loop end has 2 blazes in different directions.

05  - the actual end of the loop.  Very unobvious. About 10’ – 30’ on the right part there is a fallen small tree with several stones inside – good souvenir.  Next time you are there bring a saw to cut it off.  

We fallowed the left side which fallows the left ridge of the mountain all the way to the top.  Several obscured overlooks on the left.

P01  - the Peak.  The top of the tr.  The place where we had our lunch.  The peak is almost bold.   Some weird grass grows there.  Almost all trees are dead from infection.  Still no good views.  Walking is easy though.  Overall the uphill isn’t too bad.  After lunch started following the top of the loop.  The tr. goes down.

06  - the double blaze on the tr.  Go straight down after that to see the next blaze.  We missed it.  But before that, noting this point, follow the flat road to the most beautiful overlook from the outcropping in the evergreen tropical bushes.

07  - the overlook.  Can see  a big stretch of the Skyline Dr., including the Hogback Mtn. with several antennas.

07 – P02  - we followed the straight unblazed almost nonexistent tr. to the second peak.  There are several outcroppings with decent views of the valley on the NE w. farm and pools.

P02  - the second peak of The Peak.

Went back same way after that.

08  - postfactum point, is where another spring may be.

09 – this is where the old wagon rd. ends.  Continued following the old wagon rd.  Which turned out to become the second half of the loop later on.

06 – 10 This stretch is poorly blazed although you have to hit the road when going straight down from the blue blazed rd. Look for the fallen wide tree doing parallel to the road.

10  - a very small but permanent spring under the rock.  It’s very nonobvious, got to put your nose inside the small cave to see it.  The distinctive feature is the tree around the rock is very healthy and thick and the body of it grabs the rock fairly substantially.  The spring goes immediately underwater and can be seen at waypoint W01.

It’s best not to follow the rest of the loop (wagon rd.) to the junction, because there are a lot of fallen trees and thorny bushes, but rather go up and back the way you came in.  If you do on the wagon rd., there are several good overlooks in the direction of the Skyline Dr.  

Going down after the end of the loop seems to be more strenuous than going up.

03 – 11  - an unsuccessful attempt to locate the shortcut trail shown on the USGS Map from the BM to the Bluff Tr.  (It doesn’t exist).  Passed a couple of very old man-made rock walls on the way.  Everything is overgrown and with a lot of hard-to-climb stones.

11  - reached the Bluff Tr. and went a little further where the trail levels off after a steep uphill and makes a sharp right turn and there is an unmarked unblazed tr. going straight.  Stopped there and went back along the Bluff Tr. 

12  - int. Bluff Tr. and Mt. Marshall Tr.  Milepost (end of Bluff tr.).  2.4 mi. to Big Devil’s Stairs, 3.9 mi. to the Gravel Springs Hut.  Mt. Marshall Tr. – 3.5 mi. to Skyline Dr.,  0.4 mi. to the Jordan River Tr., 1.6 mi. to the park boundary.

13  - a side tr. which goes to the private property with a big black lodge and a pool.  

!!! Warning !!!  Almost on this side trail a fallen tree hits the power line going to the house.  So far the wires withstand the tree, but if they break, the bare hot wires can kill people around that area.

Drove to the former entrance to the Big Devil’s Stairs trailhead.  There is an old sign there where the other trails are.  On the other side of the road there are 2 extremely beautiful houses on sale.  Also, the whole left side of the road seems to be on sale.

