Little Devil’s Stairs Hike

08/02/03

Tolya, Thomas and me scouting.

First Thomas’s hike.

Saw 2 cub bears: one while driving near the trailhead, one – in the wineberry bushes near the end of the hike.

Saw a garter snake on the Little Hogback Mtn. 

Passed by inches from a very big rattle snake on the AT near the Rattlesnake Point.

Tons of wineberries on the Keyser Run Rd.  Never tasted anything better.

Waypoints: 

SF – good parking lot for several cars.  

06 – Little Hogback Mtn. Overlook.  Nice Rock with a view down the power line.  Saw a garter snake there.

07 – split on the AT to the spring, which is 400 yds away.

09 – overlook from the Skyline Drive.  Did some good rock scrambling to the at.

10 – lost our way and at this point figured out we were going in the wrong direction.

11 – beginning of the Tuscarora Tr.

12 – out-and-back to the overlook on the Skyline Drive.

13 – Piney Branch Cutoff Tr.  We saw a huge rattle snake on the rd.

14 – int. w. a side tr. which is unblazed but very well developed and wide.

15 – National Park Service Benchmark.  58+95.4WL

16 – Side Tr. to the Range View Cabin.  

18 – Range View Cabin.  Lots of mint there.  The spring is down from the cabin.

19 – Survey Marker, on the same unblazed tr. where it intersects with the Piney Branch Cutoff Tr.

It Started to rain, so I didn’t describe waypoints afraid it would spoil the voice recorder.

23 – int. with the Piney Ridge Tr.

!!!Check for the waterfall on the Piney Br. Tr. next time (see PATC Map).

