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03/29/2003

Tania, Tolia, Weiming and me scouting. 

10 miles

2290’ gain according to altimeter and 2328’ according to the software.

Tania got a stomach ache and we had to make the hike short.  

Waypoints:

SF -  Big Parking Lot and an overlook, separated by trees from the Skyline Dr.

02  - “Chinese Wall” – well seen from the parking lot overlook.  Not worth climbing all the way through.

02 – 03  - 2 peaks of the Rocky Mtn.

04  - Peak of the Brown Mtn.

06  - beautiful overlook of the outcroppings of the Brown Mtn.  After that point a lot of beautiful flowers and blooming trees.

07  - Intersection w. the Run Portal Tr. – bridge a little on the right.  Saw a rattle snake or maybe not (no rattle on the tail, but wide jaws and all brown with brown marks).  Had lunch under the bridge.  A lot of ticks there.

07 – 08  - Run Portal Tr.  Road crosses the reek 4 times (approx. W01, W02, W03, W05), only wading is possible in 3 of them, the 2d can be done over logs.  Bring sandals – sharp stones and very slippery – Weiming fell on one and I almost fell on the same (4th).  Saw a small Fence Lizard at W01.

W06 – Rocky Mtn. Run is very beautiful, especially the bottom ¾, then it goes underground.  The waypoint is a small waterfall from the balder, looks like manmade, although probably not.  First ¾ of the uphill is very gradual, then becomes steep with switchbacks.

Beautiful driving, passed a buffalo farm and a big vineyard.

