Browns Gap – Jones River – AT – Doyle’s  River

03/21/04

Jack’s and William’s Waterfalls And Wildflowers official hike.

Driving to the Browns Gap from Rt. 33 is pretty slow because the road is curving a lot and part of the road is gravel, it’s much better to drive to the western side of the mtn.

Waypoints:

SF – Start/Finish of the hike.  Shoulder parking on the road, then following the Browns Fire Road up first along the farms and then in the forest.  The road is always uphill and pretty boring.

01 – 02 – we decided to make a shortcut to go along the cut in the forest.  It was overgrown with thorny bushes, but had a lot of flowers.

03 – Park Boundary

04 – Right after this point there is a very strong metal bridge for tanks over The Doyle’s River.  We turned on the Falls Tr. 

05 – Waterfall with a very good swimming hole.  The waterfall is pretty small.  The first mile after this I was following the official trail on and off trying to follow the very old trails along the creek itself.

06 – 07 – Waterfall – 1st through 3d steps.  1st and 3d step have swimming holes underneath.  Big waterfalls with dead drops.

08 – a huge waterfall with a swimming hole.

09 – a small waterfall with a swimming hole.

10 – a good wooden bridge over the tributary branch.  Saw bloodroot and round-lobed hepatica (hepatica’s flowers can be blue and white).

12 – a big sliding waterfall.

13 – a good swimming hole and above an almost nonsliding very beautiful waterfall.

14 – on top of this waterfall.

15 – another small sliding waterfall.

16 – a side tr. (unblazed) on the left.

17 – AT/Skyline Dr. Int.

18 – 19 – Dundo Campground – some nice pine trees there, good overlooks. Typical campground with tables, benches fireplaces and places to pitch tents.  Very windy, so nobody actually camped there.

20 – AT int. w. the fire roads and Skyline Dr. 

21 – an int. w. the Rockytop Tr. Concrete post there.

23 – a very beautiful overlook, probably the best today.  It’s on the pavement.

25 – a small wall with a piped spring and a well out of it.  Just a little further there is a –

- 26  – side tr. to the Doyle’s River Cabin – very nice cabin, leased by the PATC.  There are two trails besides the one we took – one blazed and the other – not. I think they both go to the AT.

