Furnace Mtn – Trayfoot Mtn - Paine Run  - AT – Dundo Hollow Tr – Madison Run Cutoff Tr – Rockytop Tr. - Austin Mtn Tr.

05/08/2004

Shelley Burns and me scouting.

21.3 mi.  4911’ gain.  Not very strenuous mileage, because it’s relatively gradual.

Waypoints.

Driving: 

01 – 05 – RT29 – RT33 – RT340

06 – SF – Don’t go beyond this point, otherwise you’ll have to drive back – last point for parking.

Hike:

01 – Gate.

02 – Furnace Mtn. Tr.  int.  – concrete post there.  Cross the creak (easy) and almost immediately turn right (counterintuitively) following the blazes.  Saw a lot of Pink Lady Slippers right after the turn.  the road starts steeply ascending pretty soon.  It’s a dry area with Pines and Rhododendron.  A lot of azaleas there.

05 – side tr. to the Furnace Mtn. Peak.

06 – a camping spot on top of the Furnace Mtn. on the Right.

07 – very beautiful 270 deg. overlook on the outcropping with the view of the Austin Mtn., Mtns near AT, and the valley below.  Can see some small hills which are kind of continuation of the Massanutten Mtns.

08 – can see the Abbott Ridge Tr., which is overgrown but still visible and walkable, but not the Hall Mtn. Tr.

09 – Blackrock Tr. – Trayfoot Mtn. int.  It’s really an int. with an old OHV Road supporting the Lookout Tower (see the next waypoint), coming from the Skyline Drive.

11 – Lookout Tower.  The tower is long gone, we couldn’t find any traces of it, except for a flat square spot.  It’s the highest point around, but no good overlooks.  Saw Garlic Mustard there.  After the peak the trail becomes very beautiful for half a mile – yellow flowers are in abundance along the trail as well as other flowers and trees.  The tower is also the end of the OHV Road.

12 – beautiful outcropping with the view of the Buzzard Rock and the valley.

13 – int. w. Paine Run Tr. (Fire Road).  Had lunch there.  From now on the hike is on wide roads and mostly unexciting.

14 – stream crossing, where I built a bridge over the creak (on the right side).

16 – easy stream crossing.

17 – very beautiful waterslide and an easy stream crossing.

18 – 19 – Blackrock Springs – check them out when you go there next time.

20 – an old OHV road merges the trail on the left.  It probably starts at w.p. 18.  Check it out next time.

21 – car parking.  USGS Department of Interior Survey Marker, elev. 2321’ 73mls 1963.

23 – 24 and further – there is an OHV road going parallel the AT.

25 – 26 – Blackrock Shelter and the Spring.

27 – int. w. the OHV road to the old lookout tower.  0.4 mi. to the Skyline Dr.

28 – Black Rock Outcropping, breathtaking 370 deg. view, where I took the panoramic shots.  Very beautiful rocky area.  Pretty difficult rock climbing.

29 – Blackrock Spur Tr. int.  3092’ elev.

31 – AT. int. w. Skyline Dr. parking.

36 – probably the highest crossing with a reliable creak.

39 and forward – Austin Mtn. Tr. – a lot of rocks, rock slides, and narrow roads combined with very steep grade at the end.  Along the road I took a good set of photos of the Furnace Mtn.

43 – Austin Mtn. Peak from the previous hike.

44 – a good outcropping from the previous hike.

45 – next time check if this side tr. still exists.

