AT – Thompson WMA.  Trillium  Hike Scouting.

04/03/2004

Phil, Shelley and me scouting.

Driving: 

RT66, exit 18 ( RT688.  Waypoints: D01 – SF

It was a very cold day with winds gusting to 50 mph and the temperature at about 30 F.  None of the trails except for the AT are blazed.  Tons of Bloodroots on the trails.

Waypoints:

SF – Parking Lot 2.  Has space for many cars.  Has a map of the area.

01 – split of the road.  Because it also has a mud hole, we couldn’t see it.  Left part almost immediately leads to the creak with wading and then a very wide OHV road all the way to the AT (Ted Lewis Tr.).  Right part leads to the road which goes along the creak and then disappears.  It’s hard to find the place where it splits towards Ted Lewis Tr.  We took it and got lost.

02 – stream crossing over the half destroyed bridge.

03 – stream crossing by wading.  The best solution is to go over the bridge and bushwhack south towards the waypoint 02.

04 – is where we lost the trail, apparently.  The road was very muddy most of the time.

05 – postfactum point.  Int. w. the trails.

06 – where we bushwhacked to the Ted Lewis Tr.  A small field was near the trail with a hanging dear scull.

07 – good views.  Game Commission Survey Marker.  That’s where the private property joins the WMA.

09 – int. w. AT.

10 – 11 Manassas Gap Shelter.  Solid wooden construction.

13 – AT int. w. Verlin Smith Tr.

13 – 14 – where AT is on the OHV road.

17 – 18 bushwhacked to the parking #6.  Good parking on a newly built road.

18 – 19 – road.

19 – 20 – road to the towers. There are at least 10 of them, including one brand new.  Pt. 20 itself is the USGS Survey Marker, probably the highest point on the mtn.  There was no trail down from the towers, so we bushwhacked to the road.

21 – where we reached the wide road, which is a switchback.

22 – int. w. AT. – clear int.

23 – spring.

24 – postfactum.  What supposedly is the Trillium Tr.

25 – int. w. a very wide tr.

30 – 31 – side tr. from AT. to the Dick’s Dome Shelter.  Steep downhill along a very beautiful stream.  The dome shelter is a pentagon construction.  Very beautiful place with a table near a nice creak with lots of flowers.  Saw Round-Lobed Hepatica in bloom there – very distinctive flowers.

29 – 32 – side tr. -  very muddy and with lots of blow downs.

32 -  int. w. wide OHV road – see pt. 25.  

33 – narrow rd. on the left side.

41 – an old drinking water supply station – basically a pond coming from a spring surrounded by cement walls w. an old pipe.  Now abandoned and dirty.

44 – can make a shortcut to the AT.

After the hike: 

Going north on the same road, in less then a mile turn right on http://www.hartlandorchard.com. 8:00 am – 6:00 pm – July through the whole fall: berries, apples, honey…  540.364.2316.

Next turn to the right after the orchard is the Naked mountain Vineyard http://www.nakedmtn.com/.  11AM 'til 5PM Daily, March –December; January and February, Weekends only, 11AM till 5PM. (540) 364-1609

