AT: Snickers Gap - Rt. 605

03/07/2003.
13.4 mi. 
2833’ gain software; 3200’ gain altimeter.
Scouting hike for Russ with Cliff and Tania.

Originally planned to go to Ashy Gap but because of the snow and Russ’s evening plans didn’t.  Parking at Ashby gap is very unintuitive, is on the grass, covered with snow ~ 0.2 mi off Rt. 50 on Rt. 601 on the left.

Waypoints:

SF – a very big parking for trucks on Rt. 7.  A blue blaze from there to AT.  

01 – AT int. w. Rt. 7.

02 – AT int. w. blue-blazed trail.

P01 – beautiful overlook.

03 – intersection w. Bear Den Tr. to the hostel (blue).

W01 – stream crossing w. a footbridge.

W02 – crossing of the Spout Run.  Water is very high.  Go up the creek a little to see two trees – one to walk on, the other railing.  After crossing the creek AT crosses the road to the Ebenezer Church and a Cemetery on Rt. 604 which used to be a gravel road crossing the mountain to the other side, but now is a bed for a creek.

04 – 05 – side trail (blue) to the Sam Moore Shelter with a spring near it with beautiful grass.  There is a short-cut road back to the AT from there.

P02, W03 – postfactum points.

06 – Buzzard Hill Overlook.  Beautiful.  Lunch spot.

08 – int. Rt. 625.  Very hard to park.  The rest of the root is on the pavement and is not worth it.

Beautiful waterfall seen from AT towards the end of the hike (see PATC map).  Forgot to put a waypoint.

Snow is very deep and has a crust that sometimes breaks and sometimes not.

