AT Snickers Ashby Gap (Hike From Hell, Halloween Hike, Roller coaster)

01/24/2004

Shelley Burns and Charles Askins

Waypoints: 

Driving out:

D01 – D05 – F – Driving.  Be very careful driving from D05 to F (AT Trailhead Parking) – big slope, I scratched the bottom of my car.  

Due to the proximity with Mt. Weather RT601 (D04, D05, …)  is very well plowed.

D06 – D09 – new road.  Keep straight and a little right on D09, don’t turn left – D10 is a dead end.

D11 – right before the intersection with Rt. 7, there is a side road to the trailer parking –don’t miss it!!!

S – Parking, and trailhead.

Driving Back:

D12 – Turn right to RT734 – Snickers Gap Road and Bluemont.

D13 – D15 – keep straight to Airmont
D16 – keep right on RT734
D17 – D18 – keep straight to Philomont
D19 – Beaverdam creek intersection.

D20 – Mountville

D21 – D22 – turn right – still on the same road.

D23 – Carters Bridge over Goose Creek

D25 – Turn Left at Aldie to RT50.

D26 – Int. RT55 and RT66 – very complicated intersection, be careful.

Hike:

S – Trailhead – Blue-blazed Tr.

01 – AT int. w. this tr.

P01 – Beautiful Outcropping and an Overlook.

02 – blue-blazed tr. to the Bear Den hostel.

W01 – stream crossing over a good bridge.

W02 – Spout Run Crossing.  Good crossing on the right or over a log on the left of the AT.  After crossing the creek AT crosses the road to the Ebenezer Church and a Cemetery on Rt. 604 which used to be a gravel road crossing the mountain to the other side, but now is a bed for a creek.

P02 – Overlook

03 – Side Tr. to the Sam Moore Shelter and Spring (blue).  Spring has beautiful grass in it.  Side tr. first hoes along an old road (wide) but then turns right into the woods.


The road has a “private property” sign on the right of the AT and goes further after the trail turns right from it.

04 – Shelter itself and a picnic table.  Had lunch there.

05 – another side trail back to the AT.  Also blue.  Both trails cross creeks over bridges.

W03 – water crossing.  Wide creek covered with snow.

P02 – Buzzard Hill Overlook.  Beautiful Views from the outcropping.  There is an interesting tree which has  big nuts and small comma-shaped flowers???

06 – int. w. side tr. which we took to get to the falls.  The trail has some blowdowns and doesn’t lead to the falls.  We turned back.

07 – the base of an old house.

W04 – spring – very beautiful.

W05 – Waterfall.  It’s under huge rocks.  It’s covered with ice – very beautiful.  It can be seen from the AT but hardly.

08 – int. w. RT605.

W06 – stream crossing over a nicely made bridge.  Right after that there is a road on which OHVs drove.  The trail crosses the road and goes up.

W07 – stream crossing.  OHV road right after crossing.  Crossing and going up right after the road.

09 – another int. w. an OHV road.

10 – overlook on the right side.

11 – another int. w. an OHV road.

12 – some tr. that we took and went back.  Not the loop we were thinking of.

13 – int. w. the blue-blazed tr. which we took (Fishers Hill Loop), thinking it would lead us to the shelter, which it didn’t.  There are stream crossings and though the trail is well blazed, it’s not well cleaned.  We followed it and then gave up because of little time left and bushwhacked to the AT 

14 – where we reached AT.

15 – the actual trail to the shelter.  0.2 miles.  Well blazed.

16 – the end of the Fishers Hill Loop (blue blazed).

18 – int. w. blue-blazed tr. (right side).

F- side tr. (blue) leads to the parking for ~ 10 cars.  Side tr. is short.

Throughout the whole hike we were going up and down the hills along the big ridge on the left side.  There are a lot of hills that we had to climb.  The terrain is very rocky.  A lot of stream crossings.  Some are very icy, some with deep water.

