Natural Chimneys.  

Elliot Knob – Crawford Mountain – Wild Oak Trail Backpack
11/24-26/2006

Me leading an unofficial trip.  Dave Barndollar and Anita Houston from Pittsburg, PA; Rob Kindri and Mandy Debevc from Cleveland, OH; Peter Henry and me from the D.C. Area.
Very scenic area with super steep trails.  Usually trails are old fire roads and are well maintained and blazed.  All trails are yellow plastic diamonds with the exception if Wild Oak Tr. which is white blazed.  We were there at the rifle hunting season start which is not a very good idea.  We stayed at Hampton Inn at Harrisburg Thursday to Friday and did the shuttle in the morning.  

Waypoints:

D05 – D08 –We visited the Natural Chimneys Regional Park on the way to the trail start.  Pretty spectacular.  It used to be the ocean shore a few million years ago.  The place holds the horse racing competition with throwing a spear at a small object.  The actual chimneys are at waypoint D07.  There is a visitors center which was closed when we were there.  Lots of caves at the chimneys.

S- parking for 2 cars, the other side of the street has a wide shoulder for another 2.

01 – int. w. another tr.

02 – 03 – postfactum int.

04 – int. w. another tr.  There is a stream crossing (stream is wide and fast) out and back.  The waterfalls are not large and are sliding, but very pretty nonetheless.

05 – the continuation of the old road is closed and the trail continues on a narrow path. It’s well blazed.
06 – the trail merges with the fire road – wide, ugly, very steep, but with some nice views back.

07 – a very pretty lake with several camping spots around.
P08 – the peak of the mountain with some spectacular views of the ridges below.  Lookout tower is there but is fenced.  Surrounding the tower is a nice pine forest where it’s possible to camp as well.

09 – postfactum point.  There are a lot of communication towers there, some have no names, one humongous tower belongs to the WV Public Television.

10 – some more towers.

11 – our trail.  It’s blazed but very easy to miss.  The trail condition here is pretty bad especially with the oak leaves everywhere.  The trail is not maintained at all and is very dangerous.  Easy to fall off.

13 – side tr. to the Buffalo Spring, where I wanted to spend the night but got outvoted.  It’s a very good tr.  Saw some hunters afterwards.

14 – the place where the spring side tr. should have been.

19 – a good gravel rd.  There were several cars with hunters parked and there were some going further down to hunt.  There are 2 cabins ½ mi. east according to one hunter.  I took a long break here before a very steep climb.  From there on I went with the sun going down.  The views of the sunset were spectacular.  Surrounding mountains are splendid.  When it became dark I stumbled upon 2 hunters, one after the other.  Both were very friendly.  The old forest road becomes a little overgrown so I had to have high beam on my head lamp to see it.
P22 – First Night Campsite.  I came here late at night and the hunter that I saw earlier and my group that came to the site an hour and a half before me  confirmed that there is no pond shown on the map.  They found some water at night, and in the morning I went there with Peter to get some more.  It’s a long strenuous bushwhack down the mountain.  I believe we went to the stream east of the Red Oak Spring, and that is why it was so hard.  I believe that Rob who went after us and didn’t find us found the actual spring, which is supposed to be very reliable.  We camped right on the trail there.  Place is pretty wide and flat.  In the morning we followed the blazes that turn 300 degrees and go steeply down.  The other blazed trail goes along the Crawford Mtn.  This map shows a 4-way split here, while Trails Illustrated doesn’t show the Crawford Mtn. Tr.
23 – another little peak after which the trail goes down some more and then levels down.  Pretty soon we walked along a nice wide stream (Chimney Hollow) with a lot of tributaries – lot’s of walking in the mud.
24 – int. w.  Rt. 250.
25 – split in the rd.  We saw a hunter nearby who told us we shouldn’t be hiking in the rifle season.
W28 – probably the last spot to pick up water.  This whole stretch is a little slippery with leaves.   This uphill can be strenuous.
29 – there is a sign on the road which is deceiving.  Going to the left as we did leads to the right place but on a long time abandoned road.  It crosses a little stream so it may be good to go there if you need water.  

30 – int. w. the Wild Oak Tr. – wide forest road with white blazes that haven’t been repainted for a very long time, sometimes plastic diamonds.  This is also the end of the climb and the start of the descend.

31 – where our abandoned tr. intersected w. the Wild Oak Tr.

32 – nice camping place.  Rather flat.  Also a sharp turn of the tr. which is not very obvious.
33 – Braley Pond Rd. int.  This is where our group got water but I wanted to get it much higher not to carry it uphill.  This is also the start of the second most strenuous climb of this trip.  Initially the climb is almost nonexistent.

34 – here is where I made a big mistake by not going another ¼ mile to get water.  The stretch to the Mitchell Branch was a very bad bushwhack and towards the end a vertical downhill.  Getting there and back took all my energy.  


Even though there is a huge hole at the entrance to this trail to prevent vehicles to get to it, hunters find there way around.  Our group going behind me saw a wounded deer and a bunch of hunters in an OHV chasing it.

W35 – this is where I should have gotten the water.  From now on the trail becomes extremely steep and gravel is slippery.  I had to stop every few steps to catch my breath.
W36 – an old pond.  Reliable water, but probably not very clean.  We are in Ramsey’s Draft now and this is the intersection with it’s eastern ridge tr.  Campsites here.

P38 – Big Bald Knob.  It’s not bold at all.  Not much in terms of views.  End of climbing for the day.

W39 – int. w. the trail going deep into Ramsey’s Draft.  We stay on the Wild Oak Tr. Springhouse Ridge.  Right after the junction, the trail goes on the spring.  Forest service should divert it before it’s too late.  Steep downhill from now on.
40 – int. with a nice road.  

W41 – we spent the second night on the bank of the North River.  On the other side of the road there is a cabin with hunters.  Our group made good fire, but I was too tired to participate in making it or talking near it, so I went straight to bed.  In the morning we had a strenuous wading of the river and began a climb.  This is the 3d most strenuous climb of the trip.  It’s very scenic though and the road is nice.  Don’t bring too much water.  Get it later.

W42 – little stream crossing the trail.

W43 – big stream crossing the trail.  Good place to get water.
44 – sharp turn to the ridge.

45 – first peak.  Good overlook near there on an outcropping looking east.

P46 – Little Bold Knob.  Not much views.

47 – sharp turn, where the Wild Oak Tr. goes east.  Nice camping spot.  The original trail becomes a wide gravel forest road.

W48 – a nice big meadow with a pond and several fire places.  Great for camping.  Great views, but too obscured by trees to take good photos.

50 – decent overlook.

52 – Wild Oak Tr. goes down here.  Big Ridge Tr. continues.  It used to be at pt. 53 where the junction was.  The map shows a house near 52, but I didn’t see it.  There is a sign at the junction.
55 – overlook.

57 – overlook.

W58 – little pond.

60 – another trail junction.

61 – and another.

62 – gate.
F – End of the Backpack.  There is a trailer at the end with a nasty dog.

Other Points:

S2 – T1 – T4 – the trail going on the Trimble Mtn. which we didn’t do.

G01 – we drove to the gate of the Todd Lake.  The gate was closed because Todd Lake was very low.  It’s a tiny lake and not worth going to.

