Dolly Sods North
10/04/2003 – 10/5/2003
Clay, Eric, Charity, Leonid and me.  

My leading.
First day we were going through rain, heavy at times and very strong wind and fog.  We had to modify the original plan and do a shorter version.  Second day it was sunny but we started at 10:30 and did only a small loop. 

There were a lot of bogs with cranberries, but we didn’t gather them, because they were not completely ready and it was late.  

01 – Red Creek crossing – it’s best to do it on the left side by crossing 2 creaks instead of one.  

02 – int. w. 2 trails.  A good campsite.  The right side goes to the bog and the left side – to the camp site – they are both on the map.

03 – int. w. Red Creek Tr. 514 on the left.

04 – int. w. the Left Fork of the Red Creek and the trail.

05 – big intersection with cairns.  We take the left part. The right part is the Black Tr.

06 – same.  Used to lead to a house, which is gone now. 

08 – campsite w. fireplace in the middle of the woods – very nice place.  On the left side of trail.

10 – 11 – side semiloop with. overlooks.  Several benches there.

21 – where we had lunch fire and decided not to go any further.  I got bad hipothermia and was shivering all the time.

23 – int. w. a big tr. on the left.  We took right to the path that is a continuation of this tr.  which leads through a very wet and body field with a lot of cranberries to the Red Creek …

24 – and a great secluded campsite on the other side.  That’s where we spent the night.  The culmination of the day was cutting the tree which refused to fall, being cought by its top branches.

25 – we followed a small path up the hill and made a right turn at this pt.

26 – nice field on top of the mtn. w. very beautiful views.

27 – int. w. another trail which comes on the right side.  We are still on an opened area.

28 – int. on the left.  Still on the opened area.

29 – survey marker.  Property boundary USGS.  5-911M.  1994. PS842.

31 – destroyed huge old metal trailer.

32 – T –int. and we take the right part.  A boggy path in the woods after that.

33 – where we went down the hill and lost the trail, this is where we found it again.  A real bog field – we go through it.

34 – a major split in the road.

35 – we turned on and went to look for the cabin.  The first part was made by tractor, then it was a path.  

36 – where the trail joins a wider trail and proceeds as wide.  We went a little further and back.  Found the ruins of a burned shack.  Went bushwhacking and found the road at…

37 – found the road.

38 – 3 way major int. where we took the tr. to the Blackbird Knob Tr.  Right after the int. there is a stream crossing.

39 – int. where we took the left part.  The peak in front is the Blackbird Knob.  Went back to the cars and drove to waypoint…

40 – Went to waypoints 23 – 24 where we left the backpacks.  Bare area.  Some bogs in the beginning with tuns of cranberries.  They were not 100% ready yet.  Need to grow another week or two.  Some nice hills on the way.  Returned to the cars.

41 – ent to see the Alegator Rock with JJ, Eric and Charity.  Got lost on the way back and bushwhacked to the rd. at …

42 – reached the road and went to the cars.  

