Otter Creek 2-Day Shuttle Backpack.

~17.2 mi. +2250’-3410’; 04.11-13.03.  

People:

Leader: Peter Shoenfeld.
People: Tolya, Lee Reger,  Phyllis Reger, Eric Shereda, Charity Shereda, Jim Solley, and me.
Arriving:

Drove to the Dry Fork (of Cheat River) to the trail head and shuttled to the RT33 and Cordon Run Parking Lot - Hedrick Tr. Parking.  

Backpack:

S  - good multicar parking with clear trailheads.  2 wooden bridges over streams in the beginning.  There are cairns, old blazes, and blazes cut in the trees – all hard to see and few.

02  - swimming hole and a campsite.

03  - sharp right turn.

04  - postfactum.  Tr. inside the bog.

05  - int. w. Shavers Mtn. Tr.  Very unobvious.  There are cairns there.  Kind of continues the Shavers Mtn. Tr.  The int. where the Shavers Mtn. Tr. goes south is a little bit before on the right.  On the left of the Tr. is an old wide rd.

! Trees w. almost white smooth bark are called beech trees and they grow on the north.

06  - sharp left turn and up.

07  - an ORV road goes on private property on the edge of the Shavers Mtn. parallel to the tr. – we went to look at it.

08  - int. w. a wide tr. on the left – looks like a wagon rd.

09  - the trail goes a little bit to the right and is unobvious.  Probably at this point there is an old tr. that De Hart’s book shows to the Harper’s Spring.

10, 11  - trustworthy spring on the right side.  Sharp unobvious turn to the Right at the creek.  We had lunch at the waypoint 11 near another creek, smaller.

12  - Survey marker 97.26DIS 1978

14  - int. w. Mylius Tr.

15  - campsite.  There are good views around.

16  - int. w. a tr. going both ways.  I think it’s where the old Shelter used to be.  There is a beautiful overlook from the mtn. there and a flat surface ~20’ down to camp.  Saw a family w. toddlers there.  A lot of campsites on the top.

17  - our campsite for the overnight stay.  2 independent reliable springs.  We made a campfire place.  The water is a little stinky because of the spruce, but not as bad as Red Creek.  Saw army rangers there.

18  - the tr. becomes Green Mtn. Tr. There is an abandoned tr. to the right (east) w. a wooden board attached to the tree, saying that.  A bog is in between.  We tried to get to its hart, but couldn’t – too overgrown.  Try going on the abandoned road and inside the bog next time.  Although maybe the bog is not opened – there is almost no white spots on the map.

19  - the tr. goes up and left – very unobvious.  There are a lot of creek crossings and wet areas along the whole tr.

20  - campsite.

21  - looks like there is a big bog on the left side.

22  - possibly an entrance to the bog.  Right after it there is a place that can be a campsite.

23  - this waypoint and up trees start having yellow blazes.

24  - int. w. Possession Camp Tr.  Saw army ranger officers there – w. antennas.  There is a creek nearby and a the intersection is a great campsite, only it’s right on the road.

25  - another campsite.  Big grassy field.

26  - int. where the old version of this tr. goes up straight, and the new turns left.  There are cairns and a fallen tree against the old tr. to signify that.  Creeks are on the trail at several sections after this intersection.  Very thick shrub around.

27  - a good big campsite w. water nearby.

28  - the trail is on the field with sparse trees.  It’s very poorly marked and unobvious, especially going in the opposite direction from ours.  We couldn’t find the side tr. to the overlook (outcropping) when we reached the border of the mtn.  The way down is beautiful.  There is a view of another mtn. in front and a stream goes almost vertically down parallel to the road.  Saw a big field of Ramps (Wild Leek)  on the ground – cheremsha in Russian according to Tolya.  They taste like onions.

29  - int. w. Otter Cr. Tr.  Right after the intersection we went to sit on the rocks looking at the Otter Creek and have lunch.  It goes through a lot of rocks rapidly and is very beautiful.  2 wadings till the cars over tributaries of the Otter Creek.  Forgot to mark them.

30  - int. w. big Spring Gap Tr. 154.  Have to wade Otter Creek to get there.  Water is shallow there.

W02  - hanging bridge over the Dry Fork.  

F  - car parking.
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