Roaring Planes.

07.04.03

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

Leader: Jonathan Jessup

27 miles, 2750’ gain, 4210’ loss.

First day was foggy, second and third were good.

Waypoints:

S – Start

02 – Pancake Rock, good overlook, didn’t go to the second overlook.  Cairns show the side tr. but are nonobvious.

03 – left the South Prong Tr.

05 – an unobvious side trail with a beautiful overlook on the right.

06 – a grassy field with some trees – probably a former orchard.

07 – pipeline

08 – a side trail from the pipeline to the overlook on the outcropping

13 – our first campsite.  Good overlooks, but no water and few spots.

14 –20 – Beautiful overlooks.

21 – before this point is a big rock slide field which we crossed.  The cairns show the direction.  In the middle of the field the cairns split.  JJ picked the one going down.  I liked the one going straight, but went down, too.  We had a hard time finding the trail after we reached the bottom, but we did it eventually.

22 – int. w. the tr.

23 – tr. split.  Meadow on a flat top of the mtn.

25 – spring w. stinky water.

26 – spring w. good water.

27 – side turn.  We weren’t sure where to turn, because there were a lot of turns, but finally found the right one.

28 – a field

29 – the gravel road for cars. Meadows on both sides.

30 – Haystack Knob – very windy there.

32 – where we started out bushwhack to the Thunder Rock on Mtn Porte Crayon, where Roosevelt made his speech.  The road was going through the grassy area with a few trees first.

33 - old hunting shack near a grassy field.

34 – very old hunting area with an old shack near the creek which became a dumpster.  After that my GPS couldn’t lock and I started to zigzag.

P01 – MT.  Porte Crayon, Thunder.  There is a USGS benchmark and a few small flags there.  No constructions left at the peak.  The southern part is walkable.  On the way back we went in more of  a Southern direction.  It was a lot steeper, but fast.  Do not do it in the upward direction.

36, 37, 38 – where the old railroad continue into the woods.

40 – a flat area where we had our lunch.

41 – steam

42 – beautiful stream steeply going down, where we took showers.  Very cold water.

