White Grass Cross-Country Ski Resort

01/20-21/2007

Phil and me

With the Global Warming and all, this was the first weekend of the season when the resort was opened.  There was a lot of snow on the ground but no snow on Saturday and a it was snowing all Sunday.  White Grass is a relatively small resort but it adjoins with Dolly Sods, so the number of trails is virtually unlimited.  Management has snow-collecting fences in the field and compressed the snow on some trails.  The resort provides 2 types of free maps – large and small scale.  Still, it’s best to bring your own topo maps in addition to the maps provided to cover a larger area.

Day 1:  Red-dashed line.
SF – Resort, car parking for a 100 cars.  Resort has very good skis of different types and shoes.  Either brand whew or almost new.  Trails start from this point.  We took the 3-Mile Trail

05 – 06 – pretty boggy area, not worth going there.

07 - Shelter

10 – Bald Knob.  360deg. spectacular views.  The knob is Bald as claimed.  So are some of the areas surrounding it.

10 – 11 upper semiloop – just another trail.

09 – 07 upper semi loop – same.

12 – postfactum pt.  Not sure if it’s correct, but I think we took a difficult trail down there.  As it was too dangerous to ski , we had to walk down.
02 – 03 – there was a trail with waterfalls in it’s name but we didn’t see any waterfalls.  When we reached 02, I decided to search for these waterfalls.  So we walked to 03, saw some unnamed trail going down and took it.
13 – it did lead us to the waterfalls – just below this pt.  This pt. is the bridge over the creek and a shelter with a horse bust carved of wood and some animal skulls.  We don’t see the trail and bushwhacked to the 3-mile tr.  Then we went to the cars.

Day 2:  Purple Medium-Thickness line.

SF – 14 – It was snowing all day with strong winds and no visibility at all.  We started on a flat trail going west parallel to the mtn.  Approximately at 14 we took the trail uphill which was very strenuous with the skis on and probably w/o as well.
15 – there is a little hunter’s man-made pond here.  Right before this point I started sliding down, but the snow wasn’t deep enough, I hit a stone, fell down and hurt my knee.

16 – we reached the pipeline.  Trail became so steep, we had to take the skis off at one point.

17 - 18 – a  trail here.

18 – 19 – pipeline to the Weiss Knob.  Strenuous uphill, strenuous downhill – lots of stones and grassy patches.  Weiss Knob is the highest point around – 4400 ft.  After going down this Knob and falling a few times in the process, we climbed the Bald Knob, descended to the 3-Mile Tr. and followed it back to the car.
