Cranberry Wilderness Backpack

04/23-25/2004

People:

Clay Birkett, Maggie Chan, Timothy Saunders, Greg Clark, Eric Shereda, and John Kelso.

On this hike my GPS Antenna broke down and I had horrible reception all the time.  Thus the trace is incomplete and inaccurate at times.

On Friday in the morning we drove through Seneca Rocks Visitor’s Center.  It’s a very nice place with a lot of good books and maps, as well as views and clean water.

Then we drove to the Cranberry Wilderness Visitor’s Center.  Driving that way is ½ hour – 1 hour longer compared to rt. 250 but the roads are clear and the scenery is beautiful.  Good selection of books and a collection of stuffed animals at the Center.  Picked John there and drove to …

Falls of Hills Creak.  These are “commercial” waterfalls – the road is wide and there are wooden and metal overlooks of the falls.  There are 3 waterfalls total – small, medium and large at the bottom.  The rain started pouring when we got to the waterfalls, so no pictures were taken.

F01 – large car parking.

F02 – postfactum – int. w. the Fork Mt. Tr. – well blazed and seems relatively easy.

Drove back and then south to the Beartown State Park, which is very small but pleasant.  Unobvious entry, so be careful.  The park is like a natural stone labyrinth with board walk in between.  All stones are ~ 15 ft high and completely covered with moss.  Very beautiful place.  Clay took some pictures.

B01 – parking and the start of the board walk.  It is an interpretive trail with the signs explaining the geological features.

B02 – the end of the trail.

B03 – we drove a little further and tried to do the loop hike around the mountain, but it was on private property so we just went to the overlook and returned back.  The overlook was nice.

Drove back north to the Droop Mtn. Battlefield State Park.  This park has a net of trails which are well drawn on the state park’s map.

Bearton State Park

004 – end of the board walk

005 – tower

006 – cemetery, going along the side road

007 – museum, superintendent’s office with all the maps, a cannon, a museum, huts

museum has some muskets and bullets, but unimpressive in general

walking along the old soldier’s trail

13 –long parking lot, right after that there is a trailhead at the end.  Stand with a map and sign

14 – North Fork Tr. int. w. Middle Fork Tr. – we are taking the Middle Fork Tr.

15 – campsite.

53 – not very obvious split in the map, the main road goes straight and you need to turn right.!!!

21 – very good campsite on the creak, with a grassy field on the other side.  There is a road on the other side of the field.  

22 – stream crossing.  There was an old bridge but now you have to wade.

23 – stream crossing w. a lot of water.

24 – camping spot.

25 – Tumbling Rock Int. w. the North – South Tr. Star int.

26 – very good campsite on the right side.

28 – campsite on the right side.

29 – split on the road with a big poster sign.  What we took is the southern branch of the road, which is less obvious.  We are not at Rt. 150 yet.
