Beechy Tr. - Middle Fork Tr., Cranberry Wilderness.

05/04/03

21.45 mi, 2430 ft gain.

Me Leading.

Matthew Burnett, Gary Tobin, Carol May, Clay Birkett, Eric and Charity Shereda.

Waypoints:
Day 1

Cranberry Glades:

D06 - A reasonably good visitor’s center with a lot of books and brochures.

01 - Cranberry Glades -  a board walk.  Some beautiful flowers, some streams through the bog.  Not overwhelming.

Main Loop:

W02 – int. w. Little Beechy Run over the bridge.  Trail after is muddy and can be a problem.

05 –  Huge Campsite near the intersection of the Big Beechy Run and the Middle Fork of the Williams River.  Stayed overnight there.  Eric and Charity met us there.

Day 2

05 – waded the creek and immediately after turned left on the Big Beechy Tr.  

06 – the trail from 5 to 6 is steep up – dangerously narrow and slippery.  At pt. 6 there is a reliable spring.  

07 – railroad grade.  The point is int. with a very beautiful creek with small cascading waterfalls.  There was a bridge long ago here.  There may be a trail up.

08 – good campsite on the top of the mtn.

09 – another campsite and the trail continues on the left side.

10 – int. w. County Line Tr.  Clear int. – wooden sign there.

12 – int. w. North-South Tr.  Unobvious right turn.

13 – big grassy field.  Int. with the North Fork Tr. right after that.  North South Tr. is probably the most beautiful part of the trip.  You walk in the corridor of small pines.

14 – reliable spring and right after that the trail crosses the Middle Fork Tr.

15 – benchmark US Coast and Geodetic Survey: 1962, T246.  Middle Fork goes through it.  Great place for a camp site.

16 – a campsite on the other side of the stream with a table and chairs made of rocks.  Very beautiful.  A lot of beautiful flowers and a lot of cascading waterfalls first 2 –3 miles of this trail.  

18 – an intersection with a railroad grade and probably a trail.

19 – int. w. North Branch – a reliable stream.

21 – int. w. another reliable stream.

22 – swimming hole.  Relatively big.

23 – the campsite where we stayed the second night.  Very beautiful.  and hidden.  There is a very old railroad grade parallel to the McClintoc Run South.  There is a very secluded campsite to the ESE of ours.   A field with thousands of Clamps up the stream.  Saw a salamander in the stream.  Several places to take a shower – one in the main stream, one in the tributary.

Day 3

25 – crossing of the Middle Fork – there will be a few more up ahead.  There is a campsite a little further up.

26 – a good swimming hole.  

27 – second crossing of the Middle Fork.

29 – a railroad grade and possibly a trail.

30 – stream crossing.  Very beautiful – cascading waterfalls.

32 – Hell-For-Certain Branch joins the Middle Fork.  Very beautiful waterfalls.  A lot of campsites on both sides of the creek.

33 – int. w. Laurelly Branch Tr.

34 – int. w. reliable creak.

35 – Benchmark – US Survey 1962 L246.  

Hemlock and Poplar have a very similar bark, only hemlock is a little wider and bigger and poplar is a conifer.

