Tuscarora Trail -  Sleepy Creek South 

01/21/2006
Paul Fofanoff and mine scouting.

Soon Kim and Greg Clark co-scouting.

A below average hike due to a long flat walk on a wide relatively flat OHV (Jeep) road after the Shockeys Knob.  There were some highlights though.

Driving Directions:

Take I-270 north towards Frederick
Almost entering Frederick, take I-70 West towards Hagerstown.

D01 - at Hagerstown take  I-81 South

D02 – at Martinsburg take State Highway 45 West  all the way to the destination.
D03-D08 – intermediate points to the destination and to the shuttle.
Waypoints:
S – Start.  Parking for 1 car.  A lot of private property entrances around which shouldn’t be blocked.  Before this, Tuscarora Tr. follows the road we drove on.  Don’t hike it – it’s dangerous and boring.

01 – old road int.

02 – going away from the road. Overlook of the Shockeys knob.

03 – int. w. the Holiday Rd.

04 – int. w. some tr.

05 or 06 – spring.

07 – 08 – White-blazed trail to the Shockeys Knob Shelter.  Very beautiful shelter, highly advise to visit.  

09 – Shockeys Knob.  Benchmark.  Postfactum.  We didn’t go there.
10 – El. 1861ft.  Highest Peak there.  Postfactum.

11 – Junction with a Road going down on the West Side and another trail going to the shelter.  Spring on the East side.  Most trees around are cut.  Road ahead is almost flat and very wide.  It goes on the ridge.  On the West side there are some interesting bold rocks along the rim.
13 – High Rock.  This is where PATC map has an error.  It shows it after the junction with the High Rock Tr.

14 – int. w. the High Rock Tr.  Right after the junction there is a unique bold rock outcropping on the east side of the ridge.  Mini Knife Edge Tr. (White) does on the eastern side of the outcropping and is rather dangerous although provides very good views of the neighboring ridge.

17 – Wolf Campsite Very primitive.  There is  a driveway from Rt. 7/13.  
18 – Man-made pond probably for hunters.

19 – actual int. w. Rt. 7/13.

17 – after this point going SSE the trail is very nice among pine trees.  A lot of hunting grass fields, all numbered.  White Trail to the Pee Wee Pt.  Horse, OHV, Bike Tr.
20 – a boy scout-made spring.  Hard to see, because it’s off the trail.

21 – the Tuscarora Tr. branches off and goes North.

22-23 – Pee Wee Pt.  Beautiful overlooks.
24-26 – Red-blazed connector tr.
26-27 – Wild Turkey Restoration area – the road is destroyed by making several pools so that no vehicles or horses can pass. After 27 to the end the road is an OHV or even SUV road in rather good shape.

14-28 – High Rock Tr.
29 – Side Tr. to the creek in the NE direction.

F – Finish.  A very good parking lot for at least 10 cars.  

During the hike we saw at least 5 hunters but no shots were fired.  It was a fox-hunting season.
