Lake Tahoe and Emigrant Wilderness, California.

08/12/04 – 08/20/04, backpack: – 08/14/04 – 08/20/04

Shelley Burns, Brad DeVries; Nancy and Dick Burns

Preparation: Get Permit from the Ranger Station, Rent Bear Canister (?).

Maps and Guide Books:

*Trail Tools: Emigrant Wilderness by Dennis O’Neill


Desolation Wilderness


Yosemite Valley

Order from:

O’Neill Software

P.O. Box 26111

San Francisco, CA 94126

*Hoover Wilderness map.  USDA. FS.

*Emigrant Wilderness map. USDA FS.

Waypoints:

SF – end of the Kennedy Meadows Campground.  The campground provides campsites, store with food, basic equipment, souvenirs, bathroom, showers, parking, fishing tours, horse tours…

01 – trailhead sign.

02 – Bridge.  Right after there is a junction on which we turned left.

03 – Waterfall.

04 – Sign Post – Kennedy Lake and Relief Reservoir – we pick the right side to the Relief Reservoir.  There is a cabin very close to the int.

05 – is a split on the road, where we made a mistake and turned right.  Right leads to the lake but not to the trail.  Very beautiful lake.

06 – abandoned mine (sealed).

07 – int. w. the Grouse Creek – small waterfall and reliable stream.

08 – major int. where we started the loop.

09 – Relief Valley – alpine meadow with a bog, a grassy field and a stream going through it.  Granite Rock formation on the other side.  Very rough climb before this meadow.  Almost continuous climb since the beginning of the trip.  My favorite place.

10 – int. where we took the left turn.

11 – int. where we took the left turn.

C1 – where we originally planned to camp.  Turned out the stream dried out completely, or went under ground.  Had to climb up from there with a steep grade.  I almost died.  Almost completely ran out of water.

C11 – where Shelley found a lake and we made the first campsite.  There are 2 lakes that we saw + 1 completely dry.  Water don’t look like the cleanest one.  Rather shallow and boggy lakes.

12 – side trip to the Wire Lakes.  It’s an unmaintained road, but in good shape.  

13  - The lakes are deep and have clean water.  Great for camping and swimming.

P01 – we climbed the peak near the lakes.  It was a very easy climb and very rewarding – we saw the rest of the Wire Lakes and superb surrounding peaks.

14 – 21 are postfactum points – I made them after the trip.

14 – int. – stayed on the left side.

15 – 16 – bushwhacked along the Long Lake.  There are cairns there.

16 – there is a dam at the end of the lake.  Had lunch there and I swam.  Another great camping spot, although mostly opened.  A lot of fish in the lake and in the stream below.

16 – 17 – strenuous bushwhack on the rocks.  One map shows a good unmaintained trail on the other side of the creak.

19 – 20 – I got very tired there and don’t remember much. Mostly flat.

20 – 21 – very strenuous switchback to the ridge.

21 – is where the lake is the deepest.  It’s good to camp there to be able to swim and explore the areas around.  It’s a little bit too crowded.

C2 – is where we made our camp.   Nice area.  It rained in the evening and then we saw the rainbow.  Next day was colder and cloudy and I didn’t swim.  It was my recuperation day.

22 – In the morning I climbed the ridge along the dried creak bed.  It’s very important before the climb to go to the lake and memorize how to climb, because there is only one way and it’s hard to see it once you start climbing.  Superb views on the way to the top, beautiful flowers.  Right on top there is a small lake where I saw a puma’s track and a marmot.  Some snow left there.

23 – int. w. post: Buck Lake, Horse Meadow, Mosquito Pass and Buck Lakes.

24 – Blackbird Lake, road split.  Shallow lake, didn’t see any fish.

25 – Split in the road.  After that the road becomes very unobvious for a while.  Follow the cairns.

26 – Middle Emigrant Lake.  Looks shallow.  No shadows.

27 – Postfactum point.  There is an old trail which is hard to follow and which we took by mistake.

28 – campsite surrounded by stones with couple trees.  This is where we hid our backpacks and went to the Emigrant Pass.

21 – split in the road where we took the right side.

30 – 31 – postfactum road splits. 31 – Emigrant Pass one way, Summit Meadow – the other, Lunch Meadow the 3d way.  Grizzly Peak in front.  Grizzly Peak is the most stunning mountains around and very worth climbing, having enough time, which we did not.  It ends up with lava.  I call it soldier stones.

32 – postfactum.  Had lunch at this lake.  Can’t swim in it. After that followed the road to the Emigrant Pass which is a strenuous uphill.  Emigrant Pass has no sign.  The pass itself is where the road reaches it’s highest point.

33 – bushwhacked to the hill topping with a lava formation which we climbed.  In my opinion this is the best overlook of our whole trip – one can see 4 different lakes, rolling hills, granite, sandstone mountains…  360 deg. views for miles away.  Took a lot of pictures there and then we bushwhacked down to the trail.  The area has compressed sand which is very easy to walk on.

34 – postfactum – Brown Bear Pass.  Beautiful view of the Summit Meadow Lake.  Not a hard climb on this trail.

35 – int. w. a creek leading to the falls.  Should be relatively easy to climb to the falls.  Heard a very noisy Marmot (сурок) and then saw it on a stone there.

36 – int. w. a post sign.

C3 – our last cam site.  We camped there illegally because it’s a revegitation area.  It’s sort of a forested island between the creak and the mountains.  It’s been so heavily used that the trees are falling and ground is too compressed.  There is a decent forested campsite half a mile up the road and another one on the other side of the creak just after ours.  This area is great for amateur rock climbing.  Mountains on both sides of the road are different.  Summits have lakes.  Some are stocked with fish from the airplanes.  Our creek had fish as well.

Note 1.  Most trails were not rerouted over the last 30 years, so USGS maps are pretty reliable.

Note 2.  Roads are sandy and dusty.  It’s harder to walk in the sand, especially uphill; dust gets into the nose and makes it hard to breath.

Note 3.  Altitude slows you down, even if you don’t feel altitude sickness.  If you do, sit down till it passes.

Note 4.  On Emigrant Pass met Dean(?) McKey (?) – the ranger of the Summit Ranger District with his friend.  He has 40 years of experience and seems very willing to help.

Note 5.  Because of the sand it’s a good idea to bring a pair of low gaiters.

Note 6.  It’s easiest to hike in this area in August and September.  

http://www.snwburd.com/bob/trip_reports/black_hawk_1.html

