White Mountains: Mount Washington Hike and Franconia Notch to Crawford Notch Backpack

09/11_15/2007
 Jay Pegg scouting with me.

Mount Washington.

We came there too late – it was the second to last week before the shuttle bus stopped working.  It was very cold with piercing winds.  Windbreaker was great but even it didn’t help much.

Good lodge with a restaurant and a book store.

Huntington Ravine Trail is extremely hard and dangerous.  In my opinion not worth the risk.  

It was very cloudy with visibility 0 throughout the day.  It’s typical there, so blazes and cairns are put every 30 ft.  On top there is a restaurant and cog railroad station.  Next time go there when the Alpine Garden Trail will have flowers in bloom.  Do surrounding picks as well and spend 2-3 days there.

The trail down was very steep and rocky but not very dangerous.  Saw a great waterfall.

Next time visit the waterfalls south of the Pinkham Notch on Rt. 16
Franconia To Crawford Notch.
The AMC bus does the shuttle between the notches for a small fee.

Next time make the small loop near Franconia Notch to see waterfalls and unique geologic formations.  Next time do a waterfall shuttle hike to see the waterfalls of the Crawford Notch.  Next time visit the Bond Cliffs, Mt. Liberty and Mt. Flume.

The climbs and descends are extremely rocky and steep but not too dangerous.  Views are spectacular on the ridges.  In the huts food is simple and good, people are friendly and surrounding areas interesting.  Some hosts give very interesting lectures, some – so-so.

It was very interesting to see Monarch Butterflies going over 5,000 ft. peaks against the gusting wind going south on the ridges above Franconia Notch.  
Last day we had a lot of rain, so the waterfall was great.  At the Crawford Notch there is a very large AMC lodge with a bookstore and a restaurant.

Echo Lake State Park: Cathedral Ledge

09/16/2007
No trace for this hike.  Waypoint P80.  Not much of a hike.  You drive up the mountain and go to a spectacular overlook.  I didn’t take the camera for Mt. Washington because of the weather and forgot it on the backpacking trip, but here I had it and got some good photos.

Between hikes we stayed at the motel at North Conway.  Any motel is good there.  Pick the right price.  There is a good Prime Outlet Mall, which is not cheep for prime outlets, but has good selection of stuff if yours gets broken.  I bought a pair of New Balance shoes to replace mine which got destroyed the first day on the rocks.
Also notice the small mountaineering outfit Wild Things.  Stuff there is very expensive and designed for long expeditions, where only top notch equipment is good enough.  They are one of the two brands who make Spectra material backpacks (white backpacks – color doesn’t stick to them, with super light wait and super durability).
