Pine Barrens 

05/16_19/2008
Leaders: Megan McGee and George H. Schnakenberg, Jr. 
Very nice trip.  Good canoeing, hiking.  Aquatic plants, orchids, insect eating plants.

http://www.georgian.edu/pinebarrens/index.htm 
Get the free map page “Batso Area Trails” and “Batso Area All-Terrain Bicycle Trails Map” as well as free maps “Batona Trail” and “Wharton State Forest”.
Waypoints:

Night before Day 1:

SF – Postfactum point.  Not sure if the location is correct.  Atsion Family Campground.  Spent the nights there.  Campground was almost empty, which is good, but had  a lot of ticks which is not.  Too close to the Atsion Rd. which is not a major rd. but is noisy at times.  Direct canoe launch.  The map of the campground shows it to be much closer to Rt. 206 then it really is which confused me at night.  No power on sites.  One big restroom with heating, hot showers and electricity.

01 - Postfactum point.  Not sure if the location is correct.  Ranger Station for the whole Wharton Forest.  Tiny house with some animals in cages.  All kinds of permits and some (not all) maps can be obtained there.  Campground permit can be obtained there.

Day 1:

It was raining so we went hiking to the Batso Village instead of canoeing.  

Use Map: “Batsto Area Trails”
SF1 – Batsto Village large parking lot.  Right next to it is the visitor’s center.    It has a very knowledgeable worker (on historical issues).  There is a small museum showing the natural history of the area, the life of early settlers, as well as the life of Joseph Wharton. The center has all the free maps of the area, some of which you have to ask for and a very good selection of books.  Behind the visitors center is Wharton’s mansion which is currently undergoing the renovation, as well as a mill and the entrance to the Batsto Village, where seasonal Quaker workers lived (Joseph Wharton was a Quaker).  
10 – nature center.  They organize the nature the canoe and walking trips as well as flower trips.  Very knowledgeable person there as well.  I asked him about the orchids and he gave me a lot of information.  The place has a few cages with animals and some stuffed animals.  The nature center worker told me that the most orchids and carnivorous plants are on the orange trail.
11 –the actual village.

12 – the start of the yellow and orange tr.

W15 –the place where the yellow and orange trail split up.  Very scenic area.  We saw the Pitcher Plant starting to bloom and one of the 3 sundew types found in Pine Barrens.

16 – I did a little shortcut, so the loop is a tiny bit larger at the end.

17 – the free map shows another loop which used to be there since we saw remnants of a bridge, but since a tree started to grow on the stump of that bridge, it hasn’t been there for quite a while.  The trail (unblazed but easy to follow is still there).  We followed it to the end.
18 – the unmarked tr. merges with the yellow tr.  which goes for 9.5 miles from the Batso Village to the Atsion Ranger’s Station along the Mullica River.

W20 – river bank.

W21 – partially destroyed wooden bridge (no car access) over the Mullica River.  The yellow tr. goes over it and continues on the eastern side of the river thereafter.  We turned back and followed the yellow tr. all the way to the start.

23 – we made a detour to the mill, the barns, etc. and walked around the visitors center.

Day 2:

Clear day when we canoed the Oswego River.

S2 – canoe launch.  Primitive picnic area.  3 restrooms, a few chairs.  First we did a loop around a small island on the lake
W30 – canoe takeout place.

W31 – canoe put in place after the dam.  Can canoe straight to that point.  Had lunch there.
32 – 33 – during this stretch I realized that my batteries were dead and thus the GPS was off, so now I redraw this by hand.

W36 – W37 – a side canoe trip to the bog.
W38 – sandy beach.  Had snack there.

40 – the lake is very windy.  It was very hard to pedal in the canoe against the wind.  Lots of water flowers.
F2 – canoe takeout.  Parking for several cars.

Day 3:

Wading River West Branch.  Day with heavy rain most of the time.  Very narrow stream with many twists and turns.  Lots of blowdowns.
S3 – canoe launch.  I forgot to turn on my GPS till pt. 50.

F3 – Canoe takeout.  Parking for a few cars.
Day 4:
Mullica River.  The sun was shining, but then it became very dark.  No significant rain though.  Very nice river – the best one among the 3 we paddled.   Has narrow sections, windy sections, open bogs, a little of white water, sandy banks, wide flat water sections.
S4 – canoe launch.  Remnants of an iron furnace or a large house.

87 – blowdown.  Walk around with a canoe.
90 – a big swamp with a lot of aquatic flowers where I took many pictures.  On the southern side of the swampy lake there is an old broken bridge (W88) on the western side but the river actually goes to the eastern side.  Take the boat out of the water, since there are two rapids one after another.
W97 – the rive becomes pretty wide after this merger.  Several sandy beaches ahead

F4 – parking for several cars
